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EDITORIAL 


“Is There Not A 


CauseP” 


When David was sent by Jesse, his father, with 
supplies for his brethren in the armies, and for 
their captain, he was dismayed at the impious 
boasting of Goliath and the fear he found in the 
camp of Israel. 


On questioning as to why Goliath was permitted 
to go unchallenged by Israel he was strongly re- 
buked by his elder brethren. His reply was very 
much to the point; ‘“‘What have I done, is there not 
a cause?’’ 


Many Christians are inclined to ask the same 
question. The enemies of evangelical Christianity 
are growing in boldness every day. In High Schools 
and in Colleges and in some Theological Semin- 
aries, God and His Word are being challenged. 
The historic doctrines of Christianity are denied or 
belittled. The Goliath of unbelief is challenging 
with increasing boldness. 


Making allowances for fanatics and Christian 
leaders who are intellectually or emotionally un- 
stable, the fact remains that there is a great host 
of sound, intelligent and discerning people who 
recognize this apostacy for what it is, and who 
raise up a strong voice of protest. 


Over against this protest we have searched the 
articles and books of many who claim to be 
“evangelical liberals’? and we search in vain for 
a recognition on their part of contemporary 
declension from the faith. Are these men ignorant 
of what is taking place? We do not think so. Do 
they concur in this departure from historic 
Christianity? Not many of them. 


Then, why this resounding silence? There are 
probably a number of reasons and in seeking for 
them the writer recognizes the danger of trying to 
— other men’s minds and actions, or lack 
of them. 


Certainly, one of the reasons is that too many in 
the theological world today are the victims of 
negative instruction. Too many doubts have been 
instilled with reference to the Bible. As a result, 
while clinging to the tenents of evangelical teach- 
ing, much of their belief is anchored in’ the wisdom © 


them. On the other hand, much in contemporary 


- heaped on those who take such a stand. Ecclesias- 


consider! Is there not a cause? 
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of men—human philosophy, and not in 
authority of the Word of God. 


Secondly, too many today are the victims of 
dangerous reading. A Christian leader should be 
an avid reader, but his chief source should be The 
Book. A discerning Christian certainly knows that 
much in present day theological literature is 
humanistic and antagonistic to evangelical thought. 
To read such books constantly is bound to take its 
toll and have its effect on individual thought. 


the absolute 


Translate this situation into the medical realm 
and we would have chaos in modern medicine and 
surgery. All the literature in that realm with 
which we are familiar, while presenting ever new 
and more brilliant methods of diagnosis and cure 
of disease, at the same time build such work on 
established basic sciences and do not question Memoc 
over? 
theological literature is based on a denial of es- ansat 
sential Christian doctrines. 
eprest 
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Courts 
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Finally, many have been trained to look on 
bigness and ecumenicity as of greater importance 
than the doctrines of Christianity. Freedom of 
interpretation in many things of the Word must 
be allowed. But, freedom to “interpret” the facts 
of Christianity in such a way as to make them no 
— facts, but fiction, is presumption at its 
worst. | 


_A_ strong stand for historic evangelical Chris- 
tianity is not easy. Ridicule is only too often 


the m 
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If 


tical pressure and even ostracism is often prac- 
ticed against men who align themselves with such 
a cause. 


But; this editorial is not written in criticism of 
those who would be classed as liberals. It 1s 
written rather in love, and with the earnest plea 
that some who today criticize us so severely might 
but stop and see who the enemies of the Church of 
Jesus Christ really are. Evangelicals deserve such 
consideration from their brethren who differ from. 
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David was but a lad but his believing heart tar) 
recoiled from Goliath’s defiance. Christians not forme 
only have the right to recoil from much that goes ~ S 
in the name of theology today, they also have the omy 
duty to witness to the truth. 
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Christian Funerals 
No where more than at a Christian funeral 


wis. Through friendship for, or some worldly 
wmection with the deceased, there are many who 
iter the doors of the church at the time of a 
wneral and at no other. 


This being true, what a God-given opportunity 
i the minister to really speak to the spiritual 
sds of the unsaved in the congregation! 


Twice during the past ten days the ministry of 
» Editor-in-chief of this Journal has been blessed 
y people being saved at funeral services which he 
conducting. 


Honest preaching requires the statement of the 
bering fact that the blessed promises of the 
sriptures are made solely to those who are in 


hrist. 


burying Society,” but, it is the only way of 
ternal life, and death which inevitably faces all, 
ould bring us face to face with the reality of 
saving faith. 


It is our conviction that the funeral of a 
hristian is a unique opportunity to witness to the 
uving power of Jesus Christ and to point all 
mesent to Him. It should be a source of comfort 
md hope to those who already believe, and a 
wlemn warning to those out of Christ. — 

—L.N.B. 


Who Represents What? 


Our nation and our Church are Representative 
Democracies. According to the Presbyterian Church 
overnment the congregation elects elders who 
ansact the business and attend to the interests 
if the organization. One duty entailed is that. of 
presentation, on the part of a duly selected 
ember of the Session, in the meetings of the 
Courts of the Church. It is commonly held that 
such an one represents not the Church but the 
Session of that Church, which theoretically could 
mean, and on occasion actually has meant that 
the members in the pew have no true method of 
making their voice heard, after it is expressed in 
the choice of the Elders. Let us see. 


If a congregation elects a man to the sacred 


Office of eldership, it is simply common sense, 
a It is parallel to the procedure of our civil 
government, that the one thus chosen shall rep- 
resent the interests of those who have elected 
him. And it would be the opposite of democratic 
Procedure, as also of common law, for a man 
group of men once put into office to be 


thenceforth unamenable to the will and wishes of © 


the electorate which elevated them. 


In the secular government a method is open to 
eliminate a man who does not represent his con- 
stituency properly. And our rotary eldership now 
offers a way out for the Church group. That this 
totary eldership is unharmonious with our Re- 
ormed principle, by virtue of which only what 
the Scriptures enjoin is to be made a matter of 
belief or practice, does not concern us now. What 
0€$ give concern is that before a non-representa- 
tive officer may be rotated out of his office, he 


may have already misrepresented or even irrevoc- . 
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hold the world see the blessings of faith in- 


~pressentatives 


Christianity is not a glorified “Over The River 


ably committed his Church to a course of action or 
to a position which those who elected him do not 
approve. 


As the situation now is, all the members, with 
the pastor included, together with all save one 


member of the Session, in a particular Church, 


may have positive convictions on a certain matter, 


yet that one person, being properly accredited, and 


perhaps in advance of the raising of an important 
issue, could register a vote which would cancel 
that of his pastor in the Church-court, and also 
utterly negate the known will of the congregation. 


Since it is impossible to ‘“‘instruct’’ those who 
attend the Church-courts,—our Elders being re- 
and not delegates—there should 
be some way out of this theoretical difficulty, were 
it to become an actuality, or forestall an unfor- 
tunate reality. Here are some possibilities. 


Under the supposititious circumstances noted 
above, ar Elder could wave his rights and cast a 
vote which would represent the mind and con- 
science of his constituency. Or, if he were a man 
who along with a sensitive integrity, had also deep 
convictions contrary to those of the congregation, 
he could decline to be the Session’s appointee. 
(That he would permit his mission, and then de- 
liberately set his judgment over against that of the 
congregation and so contravene the evident desire 
of the majority, even in the interests of what he 
himself might feel to be right, would seem to prove 
him unworthy of his office). 


Another way out would be for the Session, in 
view of a certain issue, to elect a member of its 
body who would cast his vote in such manner as 
to reflect the sentiment of the greater part of the 
Church-membership. Or, once more, at last resort, 
the congregation, by presenting to the Session 


- signatures of one-fourth of the membership of the 


Church, could bring about an order for a con- 
gregational meeting, which the constitutional pro- 
visions having been met, could either petition the 
Session to send such a designated member as would 
earry out the wishes of the people, or could elect 
another additional member, an Elder, who would 
reflect the congregation’s judgment. 


Surely there must be some way by which a 
representative democracy could and would be just 
that—a representative democracy. —R.F.G. 


Representatives Of The 
People - Delegates 
Of The Lord 


A presbyter is a representative of the people, 
but he is not their delegate. Hence, neither a 
session nor a presbytery can instruct their re- 
presentative how to vote in a higher court. The 
presbyter is the delegate of the Lord, the King, 
the Head of the Church and he is to seek to 


know and to do the will of Christ. He is thus 


to vote his conscience rather than his constituency. 
But as a Christian he is to seek to have a con- 
science enlightened by the Word and the Spirit. 
He is to have his ear not to the ground, but to the 
Word which comes out of the mouth of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. In the current discussions our Chris- 
tian faith, love and mutual consideration are on 
trial. In a local situation, the pastor with a fine 
sense of mutual esteem said to the Session: I am 
on one side of this Federal Council issue, the 
majority of you are on the other side. I shall ex-_ 
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press and vote my conviction, and it is only fair 
and proper that you be represented and have 
your position expressed and voted. Therefore, I 
suggest that you who are on the opposite side from 
me nominate the elder commissioner to Presbytery 
from your majority group. This was done. But the 
action of the Session bound neither the elder nor 
the minister. Either or both could have changed 
their position and vote at Presbytery. As a matter 
of record neither did. 


When the question of the Federal Council was 
up some years ago we had a fine example of 
brotherly consideration in North Alabama Pres- 
bytery. The Presbytery voted against the Federal 
Council. At the same meeting we elected as our 
ministerial commissioners two of the fine minis- 
ters who had voted for the Council. Someone asked 
the writer why we had done this apparently in- 
consistent thing of voting one way and electing 
commissioners who had voted the other way. The 
reply was: “‘Well we had no better men than Dr. 
Hollingsworth and Mr. Hood to elect.’’ Later I 
told the story to Dr. Hollingsworth. The grand 
old man of the Presbytery replied, “Well, I wonder 
if you know how we voted at General Assembly? 
We talked the matter over and decided that since 
you had expressed the sentiment of the Presbytery 
against the Federal Council, and then acted like 
gentlemen and Christian brethren and elected us 
to the General Assembly without trying to in- 
struct us, we would vote the way the Presbytery 
had voted.”’ 


A Presbytery or Session may express its senti- 
ment to its commissioners, but may not instruct 
them, how to vote. A Synod may request its re- 
presentative on the Committee on Cooperation and 
Union how to vote, but can not instruct him how to 
vote. They may instruct him to declare what is 
the sentiment of his Synod, but may not require 
him to vote that sentiment. Of course the re- 
presentative who finds himself out of accord with 
the sentiment of his Synod may decide that it 
would be better for him to vacate his position and 
allow the Synod to elect one who is in accord with 
the prevailing synodical sentiment. In the matter 
before us, let us strive to be Presbyterians and 
to be brethren in Christ. Wm. C. R. 


“Another Gospel: Which 
Is Not Another” 
(Gal. 1:6,7) 


The Church has always been troubled with 
counterfeit gospels, just as our Government has 
been worried by counterfeit coins and greenbacks. 
Counterfeit money is worthless; a counterfeit gos- 
pel is also worthless; but both pass for a while for 
the genuine. There are some today, as in Paul’s 
day, who are preaching such a gospel. 


Counterfeit money is made by men who have 
no authority, or right, to manufacture it. Good 
money is made by the authority of the Govern- 
ment, and is backed by its power, and stamped 
with its mark. Often it is hard to tell the differ- 
ence between the real and the imitation. This is 
true of “‘gospels’’ as well as coins. There are cer- 
tain tests that we may apply, however. 


The Genuine Gospel is a Supernatural Revela- 
tion from God: it is neither received from man, or 
taught by man, except as he is taught of God. It 
is not a man-made system of Philosophy, but a 
God-revealed Plan of Salvation — Salvation by 


- Gospel saturated with the Power of the Spirit] 


Grace. It is a gift to man, even the gift of ete, 
life through Jesus Christ. Salvation by work 
not “good news’; it is the saddest news jp ; 
world, for it leaves us all under the condemnati 
of death. Salvation by works is slavery—a slay 
from which none can free himself: salvatioy | 
Grace is Freedom; for if the Son shall make 
free we shall be free indeed. 


It is no wonder that Paul in the fervor of fg; 
and his great discovery, said: “If any man preg 
any other gospel, let him be accursed.” A mi 
made gospel is a curse, not a blessing, and | 
preach it is to leave the curse still upon the gp 
of men. 


peogni 
piritua 
eterm! 
The Genuine Gospel proclaims a Supernaty bristle 
Saviour—a Redemption purchased by Christ 
Christ of God: ‘“‘God sent forth his Son, made, 
a woman, made (born) under the law, to rede 
them that were under the law.” There are thr 
essential things about our Redeemer: (1) He 
God; (2) He died for our sins; (3) He rose agyj 
from the dead. Any gospel that leaves out these 
a sham gospel. The only “good news,” “glad ti 
ings,”’ that will do this sin-cursed world any go 
is the news of a Virgin-born Saviour as announe 
by the angels to the shepherds. The only go 
news for a lost sinner is the news that this 

viour took his place on the cross. The only go 
news for all of us as we face death is the new 
given to those who came to the tomb and found 
empty: ‘“‘He is risen; He is not here.” 


The Genuine Gospel is a Gospel of Supernaturgiyays. 
Power; the power of the Holy Spirit; the Spirggermon 
through Whom we are “born again” and fitted f 
service in the Kingdom. Men can _ be taught tigmow it 
great Facts of Christianity, and this is a funt 
mental part of our task—teaching men—but, “a 
cept a man be born again, he cannot see the king 


dom of God.’ The Gospel Paul preached was <r 
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is not the knowledge of certain great fac 
as important as this is—that makes us children 
God, but the receiving of Christ by faith, t 
work of the Spirit. 


Let us say that no other gospel will do a 
good in our world; it will have no effect on th 
lives and hearts of men; it is only ‘The Gospd 


which is the power of God unto salvation. ww 

“There be some that trouble you.” This is tr No 
now as in Paul’s day. There are still ‘“counterfe ong? 
gospels.”” They have new names, new machinel] ye 


new methods, but they are the same old “hu 


bugs” that worried and wearied the apostle whe “p 
he wrote these words: “Another gospel: which! shich 
not another.” —J.K.P. 
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Continuity 


It has been our privilege to know many saints 0 


God; men and women strong in things of the Spim ag 
and fruitful in their service for Him. ol | 
Despite marked differences in personality, back#ipbey, 


ground training, and even race, they have all 1MRo lo 
one thing in common—they have renewed thelvond 
strength day by day by Bible study and prayer mem 


Life is so complex today, and so hurried, that ¥ 
Christians face the temptation to neglect the 
source of spiritual strength. In fact, it 1s 2 UM*Coy 
stant warfare with the Devil, because the ¢2¢™Maints 
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souls knows he loses his power when we are 
ned with the strength which comes from spiritual 


~& slave Just as the food of yesterday fails to nourish our 

vation dies for the morrow, so our spiritual strength 

| make Mibmes from daily use of the means of grace God 
ys given US. 


r of fai We Christians all know the truth expressed above 


an prea; we still need the physical and moral courage © 


Malm, act on this fact. We need the daily grace to 

ognize our weakness and our absolute need of 

the ritual in-filling. How we live up to this privilege 

btermines in large measure our effectiveness as 
hristian Witnesses. 
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What Some Women Say 
About The Church 


Eating lunch at a crowded restaurant, away 


ne rom home, there were three women in conversa- 
aly goqpot 80. near that I could not fail to hear what 


hey said. I was impressed. It was on Monday. One 
sid with much concern: “I just cannot get my 
Musband to go to church. He is a member but says 
Mane church has become so commercialized that he 
oes not care to go. I have tried every way to per- 
ade him but I am not able to dispute what he 
ays.’ The conversation drifted into what sort of 
mons are preached. One woman said: “I heard 
srmon on the resurrection recently, and Oh, 
ow it fed my soul.” 


rnatu 
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ee i was enough to cause a preacher to think and 


ection of the membership of the church? Is it 
pirit, rue that the church is commercialized? Is_ that 

uficient reason for a man not attending? What 
loess one hear from the pulpit? Should it be won- 
lered at that a preacher preached on the resur- 
ection? What did Paul say constituted the Gos- 
el? Did he not nearly always say: ‘Jesus died 


do amend rose again?” The atonement and the resur- 
on th@mection constitute the foundational truths of the 
rospelmmospel. Should it be unusual that those truths, 


which feed the souls of men, be offered from the 
ulpit? Soon Easter will be here. 


No doubt we will hear much about the resurrec- 
ion then. Will it be adulterated or thinned down 


ee is dead, it will never put forth a leaf again— 
lor will the flower bloom again. If a man dies 
hall he live again? No—not unless he lives by 
he creative power of the God who made him. 
hrist alone is the resurrection and the life. 


Spirl 
‘aid: “Lazarus, come forth!’? He only can give 
; ders to the dead bodies which they hear and 
bat bey. Let’s make Easter count. But let’s not wait 
I hao long to preach on that great event that it is 
thelivondered at. And when we do preach it, let’s re- 
member and do not cheat the Son of God out of 
€ resurrection power. And let’s remember that 
€ resurrection is the resurrection of the body. 
‘lat is our only assurance of life after death. 
ye my people.”’ Warm the hearts of the 


osider. Do these women represent a fair cross-_ 


“How are the dead raised up?” By Christ who | 


It Works Here 


Some of the Presbyterian congregations in the 
New York area are in a dither over racial matters 
in the Church. 


It seems that church authorities failed to sanc- 
tion joint visits of white and colored ministers to 
the homes of white residents in a drive to recruit 
members. 


The negro-ministers didn’t like the idea and 


- registered a protest with the result that racial 


‘ 


differences have somewhat beclouded the member- 
ship drive. : 


This incident emphasizes again that there are 
practical considerations in the arrangement in the 
South whereby colored pastors look after colored 
members and white pastors devote their time to 
white members. 


As a consequence there are no inter-church 
quarrels among the races and each respects the 
rights and wishes of the other in such manner as 
to reduce tensions to the minimum. 


Basically segregation as it is practiced in the 
South with reference to churches, schools and res- 
idence is a realistic acceptance of fundamental 
racial differences which cannot be eliminated by 
law or by agitation. 


—Editorial, Greenville (S. C.) Piedmont. 


Liberal Methods 


The present attack upon the Calvinistic creed by 
the so-called “liberal”? and “progressive” parties in 
Protestantism, is an example of the zeal of bigotry. 
The particular opponents of Calvinism of whom 
we are now speaking are not atheists. They are be- 
lievers in a deity and the principles of morality, 
and some of them accept a vague form of evan- 
gelical doctrine. In respect to the five points of 
Calvinism, and the general type of doctrine con- 
tained in the Westminster Standards, they are big- 
oted partisans. The zeal which they exhibit in op- 
position to this intellectual and powerful theology, 
is as unintelligent and passionate as anything to 
be found in any annals whatever. And what is 
worse, it is an unscrupulous zeal not seen among 
the orthodox. When did the orthodox ever stoop to 
the method of the “liberal”? theologian? When did 
Calvinists ever attempt to sap and destroy “pro- 
gressive” theology, by the plan recommended by 
some “progressive” theologians for sapping and 
destroying the Calvinistic faith: the plan of re- 
maining in a denomination after changing one’s 
belief, and trying to subvert the creed of the de- 
nomination? What Calvinists ever advised Calvin- 
ists publicly to subscribe to Anti-Calvinistic creed, 
and then teach and defend Calvinism within an 
Anti-Calvinistic denomination? What Calvinist ever 
advised Calvinists to hold office and take emolu- 
ments on Anti-Calvinistic foundations? What ortho- 
dox body has ever put to its own use endowments 
that were given for the spread of “progressive” 
theology? The history of religious endowments 
shows without an exception, if we are not mis- 
taken, that it is the looser creed that filches from 
the stricter, not the stricter from the looser. 


—Shedd. 
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The Places Of Hidden Strength 


By Rev. Cary N. Weisiger, III 
Augusta, Ga. 


“T Don’t Feel Like It!” 


These words are often used to express the 
plight of bewildered Christians. New converts will 
thus signify their doubt of having salvation. Older 
Christians, who ought to be more than spiritual 
babes, will thus seek sanction for dodging duty and 
shedding responsibility. Backslidden believers, too, 
will by these words comfort themselves in their 
inertia and indifference. | 


Of these classes of persons the new converts 
deserve the gentlest treatment. They need to be 
told that our present experience and enjoyment of 
Christ do not depend upon feeling but upon fact. 
Our emotions are the least reliable faculty of our 
souls. They are influenced by the weather, by di- 
gestion, by a single word of comment, and by a 
host of other circumstances. We err when we 
think that our standing in Christ or our Christian 
privileges depend upon how we feel at the moment. 
No, the fact is, ‘“‘Christ died for our sins according 
to the scriptures,” and ‘‘being therefore justified 
by faith (in that fact, or better, in Christ cruci- 
fied), we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”’ 


Charles G. Finney did not share all of our 
Presbyterian convictions, but he was devoted to 
Christ and an eminent evangelist. He gives this 


practical advice to new converts: “One of the first | 


things young converts should be taught is to 
distinguish between emotion and principle in 
religion ... By emotion, I mean that state of mind 
of which we are conscious, and which we call 
feeling — an involuntary state of mind, that arises, 
of course, when we are in certain circumstances or 
under certain influences ... By principle I mean 
the voluntary decision of the mind, the firm 
determination to fulfill duty and to obey the will 
of God ... Many young converts hold mistaken 
views upon this subject, and depend almost en- 
tirely on the state of their feelings to go forward 
in duty. Some will not lead a prayer meeting, 
unless they feel as if they could make an eloquent 
prayer ... They are religious only as they are 
impelled by a gush of feeling. But this is not true 
religion. Young converts should be carefully 
taught that when duty is before them they are to 
do it. However dull their feelings may be, if duty 
calls, Do 


The mother who gets out of bed on a cold night 
when the child cries certainly doesn’t feel like 
doing it. But duty calls her. The Christian who 
gives a word of personal witness to another often 
wants above all to keep his mouth shut. H. Clay 
Trumbull an outstanding soul-winner, said that the 
devil always suggested to him at the beginning of 
such a witness, that he would probably hurt the 
cause by speaking of Christ at that junction. Paul 
preached to the Corinthians though he was “in 
weakness and in fear, and in much trembling.” 


_ Even mature Christians in moments of depres- 
sion have to say to themselves, “My faith rests 
upon fact, not upon feeling. Christ is my Savior; 


the Holy Spirit is my Comforter; God is my Fath 
By His grace I will arise and do the duty at hay 
and let feeling take care of itself.” 


How we feel is not so important in Christi, 
living as whether we are trusting and obeying 
Christ moment by moment. Spurgeon said, 4 
looked at Christ and the dove of peace flew in; 
my heart; I looked at the dove of peace, and sh 
flew away.” Let us keep “looking unto Jesus’ 
and doing what He wants us to do. 

—C.N.W., IIL. 


“Wings For The Soul” 
Lord, I Believe: Thy Power I Own! 


“Lord! I believe, Thy Pow’r I own, 
Thy truth I would obey; 

I wander comfortless and lone 
When from Thy paths I stray. 


Lord! I believe; but gloomy fears 
Sometimes bedim my sight; 

I look to Thee with pray’rs and tears, 
And cry for strength and light. 


Lord! I believe; yet Tho dost know 
My faith is cold and weak; 

Pity my frailty, and bestow 
The confidence I seek. 


Yes, I believe; and only Thou 
Canst give my doubts relief: 
Lord, to Thy truth my spirit bow; 
“Help Thou mine unbelief!’’ 


“Wings For The Soul” 
The Best Things Are Free 


In gloomy tones we need not cry, 
“How many things there are to buy!” 
Here is a thought for you and me: 
“The best things in life are free!”’ 
The air, the sunshine, and the sea, 
All gladness, beauty—these are free. 
Our faithful friendships, sympathy, 
The joys of living—these are free. 
The budding blossom, stalwart tree, 
God’s open country—these are free. 
The more we look, the more we see 
How many precious things are free; 
The heart will find more than the eye 
Of things we do not have to buy. 
_—Selected. 


Contributions Received 


Contributions of the Presbyterian Church, U. §, 
to the General Assembly’s Training School, Rich 
mond, Va. For the Month of January: 1948, $ 
797.72; 1947, $3,488.15. For the Year: 1948, $24: 
801.40; 1947, $26,897.83. 
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The Proposed Union: 


Politics usque ad nauseam! 


By Rev. J. Robertson McMahon, D.D. 
Wetumpka, Ala. 


According to a news item of several months 
ago a meeting of Church leaders with Dr. Cameron 
Pp, Hall, Executive Secretary of the Industrial 
Relations Division of the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America, was held in Birm- 
ingham, Alabama, At this meeting a biographical 
sketch of Dr. Hall was read “in order that all 
present might know the ground of (the) guest 
better than by a formal introduction.” This 
“‘hiographical sketch’ of Dr. Hall was a state- 
ment prepared by the Federal Council of Churches, 
setting forth certain facts concerning Dr. Hall’s 
activities during the past two decades, and, by 
inference, his qualifications to represent the 
Churches of Christ in America, including, of 
course, the Southern Presbyterian Church, in 
those matters in which Dr. Hall is interested “as 
Executive Secretary of the Industrial Relations 
Committee and of the Committee on the Churc 
and Cooperatives.” 


No question need be raised as to the facts 
concerning Dr. Hall as set forth in the Federal 
Council’s statement. The purpose of the present 
writer is to raise the question as to whether Dr. 
Hall is qualified to represent the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church in any field of social, moral or 
religious endeavour. In order to do so it will be 
necessary to recall some facts concerning Dr. 
Hall’s ordination to the ministry by the Presby- 
tery of New York and to explain how, in spite 
of the Constitutional requirements of the North- 
ern Presbyterian Church, Dr, Hall still remains 
a minister in the Northern Presbyterian Church 
“in good and regular standing.” 


The writer would like to make it clear that 
there is no thought on his part of making any at- 
tack on the personal character of Dr. Hall. While 
the writer does not pretend to be one of Dr. 
Hall’s intimate friends, he knows him to be aim- 
able and likeable. For several years Dr. Hall 
and the writer were members of a certain Synod 
in the Northern Presbyterian Church and, though 
their theological views were rather far apart, 
there were some occasions when they found them- 
selves together in agreement, 


In what follows. there may be more than an 
explanation as to how, in spite of his unorthodox 
views, Dr. Hall came to be recognized as a duly 
ordained minister in the Northern Presbyterian 
Church. There may be a peep behind the iron 
curtain where things are done in the Northern 
Presbyterian Church by men whose methods may 
seem strange to many members belonging to the 
Southern Presbyterian Church. 


In 1927 the General Assembly of the Northern 
Presbyterian Church met in San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia. Long before the assembly met it was 
known ubique et ab omnibus that several crucial 
decisions were to be made by that assembly, 
among them being the validity of the licensure 
of the Rev. Cameron P. Hall by the Presbytery 
of New York. To win the fight which they were 
Waging, the modernists, led by Dr. Henry S. 


Coffin, were leaving 


nothing undone. It was 
recognized that whoever was elected moderator 
would have much to do with the course which 
the assembly and the Church would follow. And, 
inasmuch as the modernists were at that time too 
weak to nominate one of their own number, in 
order to secure the end they sought, they de- 
vised a scheme which was more than clever, The 
made it known that they wanted Dr. Robert E. 
Speer to be elected moderator!!! For many years 


his name had been held in high esteem in all 


conservative circles. 


The bargaining and maneuvering and jockey- 
ing which took place in the Saint Francis Hotel 
in San Francisco during the three days prior to 
the opening of the assembly resulted in the elimi- 
nation of four candidates for the moderator- 
ship, three ministers and one ruling-elder. The 
name of Minister Number One was withdrawn 
upon the promise made to his supporters that he 
would be elected to the moderatorship the follow- 
ing year. The fact that the general assembly of 
1927 had not yet been held and that no com- 
missioners to the assembly of 1928 could be 
elected for many months to come, made little 
difference, Dr. Number One’s name was with- 
drawn and a year later he was elected moderator! 
Another minister whose name was withdrawn. 
was promised a place on the Permanent Judicial 
Commission. And at that assembly he was duly 
elected a member of that highly important com- 
mission. But, returning from the assembly to 
his home in Minnesota, he was so overcome with 
remorse and shame for having been a party to 
the ignoble proceedings, that he refused to serve 
on the commission, resigned, and never went back 
to another assembly. The ruling elder, a well- 
known banker in Philadelphia, Pa., was very un- 
willing to have his name withdrawn, but eventually 
did so. He was promised a place on the General 
Council; and he got it. As tor the fourth candi- 
date whose name was withdrawn, in his case there 
was no quid pro quo. He and his friends simply 
refused to trade or traffic in such matters. 


In fairness to Dr. Speer it has to be said that 
it was quite impossible to find out to what ex- 
tent he was a willing party to the policy of 
legerdemain which his friends pursued during 
those three hectic days (and the weeks which 
preceded them). Statements utterly contradictory 
and calculated to confuse were “authoritatively” 
made by one spokesman for Dr. Speer and an 
hour or two later they would be denied by an- 
other who claimed to speak with at least equal 
warranty. In the light of subsequent happenings, 
it was easy to see that the topsy-turvy shuffling 
was not accidental. All the while the representa- 
tives from New York and their friends were 
gathering votes for Dr. Speer and making his 
election sure. 


In 1925 the General Assembly of the Northern 
Presbyterian Church had met in Columbus, Ohio, 
and one case before that assembly was a com- 
plaint by Dr. William D, Buchanan and others 
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against the Presbytery of New York for having 
licensed Cameron P. Hall to preach the Gospel, 
notwithstanding the fact that as stated in the 
complaint he did not believe certain essential 
doctrines of the Church, including the Virgin 
Birth of our Lord. The complainants had erred 
in that they had not taken their case to the 
Synod of New York; accordingly the assembly of 
1925 remanded the case to the Synod of New 
York for appropriate action. In 1926, the Synod 
of New York having refused to take any action in 
the case, Dr. Buchanan and his friends again ap- 
peared and entered their complaint against the 
Synod of New York, whose inaction seemed to be 
a willful attempt to defeat the action of the as- 
sembly of 1925. The complaint was dismissed by 
the assembly and the Cameron P. Hall case went 
over to the assembly of 1927. 


The story of how the commissioners represent- 
ing the presbyteries in the Synod of New York 
made a farce and a mockery of the General As- 


sembly of 1927, and of how they nullified its © 


manifest decision, cannot be familiar to all the 
ministers and elders in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church, now that exac.ly twenty years have gone. 
But it needs to be recalled by every one who 
would be informed concerning the ways of the 
Northern Church and its “leaders.’”’ To re-tell the 
story at length would require more space than 
is available but the following facts may be sei 
forth with little likelihood of their being denied: 
(1) According to the Constitution of the North- 
ern Presbyterian Church, when the action of a 


lower judicatory is before a higher, “the members - 


of the lower judicatory shall not sit, deliberate, 
or vote therein.” (Book of Discipline, Chap. IX, 
sec, 98). (2) The members of the lower judica- 
tory in the Cameron P. Hall case were the min- 
isters and elders from the Presbyteries in the 
Synod of New York. Their place in the court at 
that time was “at the bar’ as the defendants in 
a case which had been appealed to the General 
Assembly. (8) When the Permanent Judical Com- 
mission is about to present its report the moder- 
ator (prompted if need be, by the stated clerk), 
admonishes the Commissioners “to regard their 
high character as a judge in a court of Jesus 
Christ” .and reminds them of the constitutionai 
rule above quoted from the Book of Discipline, 
Chapter IX, section 98. But mirabile dictu, on this 
historic occasion the Moderator failed to repeat 
the usual formula! Also the stated clerk failed 
to prompt him!! Also the stated clerk’s four 
assistants all forgot!!! Not one of the defendants 
at the bar,—the commissioners from the Pres- 
byteries in the Synod of New York,—remembered 
that there was such a law in the Church’s Consti- 
tution So they said, And though they had no 
moral, ethical or legal right to do so, they voted, 
—approximately a hundred of them,—and their 
votes were actually received and counted by the 
Stated Clerk and his assistants as if they were 
genuine votes of commissioners qualified to vote! 


Every one present in the assembly hall and in 
the galleries realized that the motion, if adopted, 
would be a stunning blow to the Modernists in 
general and to the Presbytery of New York in 
particular. But the motion was lost by a vote of 


298 to 333, the latter figure including the votes 


cast by ministers and elders from the Synod of 
New York, voting for their own acquittal and ex- 
oneration! These illegitimate and spurious votes 


SEVENTY -FOURTH ANNUAL VOLUME 


PELOUBET’S SELECT 
By Wilbur M. Smith 


A Commentary On The International Bible 
Lessons For Christian Teaching 


) Uniform Series 1948 - Cycle 1945-50 


Adapted for the use of pastors and teachers 
of all grades and containing the greatest 
wealth of practical help, so compiled that it 
) can be easily and effectively used. 


The volume contains colored maps, _three- 
color full-page reproductions of famous paint- 
) ings in the colors of the originals, illustra- 
tions from the famous artists’ conceptions of 
the text, quoted illustrations from the fore- 
most Biblical scholars, with references from 
the broadest field of literature. It is complete 
4 in every respect, meets the needs of every re- 
¢ ligious worker, and is a stimulating power to 
guide and direct. 


Price $2.50 Postpaid 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


had saved the day for the Presbytery of New 
York! When the attention of the moderator was 
called to this scandalum magnatum, instead of 
taking prompt action to recall and annul what 
had been done, Dr. Speer said he was very sorry 
that he had forgotten to warn the commissioners 
from New York not to vote! The Stated Clerk, 
Dr. Lewis S. Mudge, said he was sorry too.” So 
were his four assistants!!! They were all sorry!!! 
But the most the moderator did was to say: 
““‘Now, let us all rise and let us unite in repeat- 
ing the Apostles’ Creed as a testimony of our 
belief in the Virgin Birth of our Lord.’”’ Most of 
the commissioners did so; but many of them did 
not rise from their seats. And thus ended the 
case of Cameron P. Hall. With the aid of the of- 
ficers of the General Assembly, the Modernists 
had won, having done violence to the Consti- 
tution which they had vowed to uphold and under 
which they had met. 


Many of the statements herein set forth may 


be verified by reference to the minutes of the 


General Assemblies of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church for 1925, 1926 and 1927. As for the many 
meetings which took place in the Saint Francis 
Hotel during the three hectic days prior to the 
opening of the assembly of 1927, and of how the 
bargains were struck, it happens that the writer 
was there, not as a commissioner but, as one 
very much interested in the election of the only 
candidate whose name was withdrawn simpliciter, 
to allow Dr. Speer’s election to be unanimous, 
but withdrawn under pressure of a sort which, ! 
believe, in the Southern Presbyterian Church 15, 
as yet, unkonwn, 
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By Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the twenty-sixth in the series of articles in Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 
brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The book of Psalms, as we have it, is divided 
into five divisions, each of which closes with a 
smewhat similar doxology, save for the _ last 
division, which closes with a larger doxology, the 
entire Psalm 150. Thus, at the end of the first 
division of the Psalter, we have the doxology, 
‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from ever- 
lating and to everlasting. Amen and amen” 
Psalm 41:13. The five divisions of the Psalter are 
as follows: . 


1. Psalms 1-41, Doxology, in 41:18. 
2, Psalms 42-72, Doxology, 72:18, 19. 
3. Psalms 78-89, Doxology, 89:52. 
4. Psalms 90-106: Doxology, 106: 48. 
5. Psalms 107-150, Doxology, Psalm 150. : 
This five-fold division of the Psalter is very old, 


and since the doxologies occur in the Greek trans- 


lation of the Old Testament known as the Septua- 
gint, they must have been in existence even be- 
. this translation, i.e., before the second century 


One interesting feature of these divisions is the 
appearance of the Divine names. For example, in 
the first Book, the Name of the LORD, Jehovah, 
appears 273 times, whereas the ordinary word for 
God, Elohim, occurs but 15 times. On the other 
hand, in Book II, the word Elohim appears 164 
times, and Jehovah only 30 times. In Book III 
the names are more evenly distributed, Elohim 
occurring 438 times and Jehovah 44. In Book IV 
the name Jehovah occurs 103 times, and the word 
Elohim is not found at all, and in the last book 
Elohim appears but 7 times and Jehovah 236. 


The Titles Of The Psalms 


It must be apparent, even to the most casual 
TYeader of the English Bible, that many of the 
Psalms bear headings or titles. Thus, for example, 

at the head of Psalm 8 are the following words, 
. “A Psalm of David, when he fled from Absalom 
his son.” Now, it is obvious that this title pro- 
 fesses to say something both about the nature of 
the following composition, about its author and 
about the circumstances when it was written. Thus, 
from this one particular heading we learn that the 
following composition is a psalm; it was composed 
| by David, and it was composed at the time when 
he fled from Absalom. The question, therefore, 
Immediately arises, How trustworthy are these 
Utles? Are they inspired, and are we to put 


_ credence in them, or were they added at a later 


“time, by some one who erred grossly? The 
Importance of this question appears when we 
remember that these titles tell us who wrote the 
Psalms. For example, in Book I all but four 


Psalms are attributed by the titles to David. Is 


this witness to the Davidic authorship of the 
Psalms a valid one, or is it not? That is the 
question which we must face. 


In considering this question there are several 
factors to be taken into consideration. In the 
first place, the titles are very ancient. They 
appear in the Greek translation of the Old Testa- 
ment, the Septuagint, and it is apparent that the 
translators did not in all cases understand the 
meanings of the headings. This, in itself, is strong 
argument to support the antiquity of the headings. 
Secondly, in the entire vocabulary of the headings 
there is no word which shows the headings to be 
late or unreliable. Furthermore, there is really 
nothing in the language or content of the titles or 
of the Psalms themselves which would overthrow 
the trustworthiness of these headings. It must be 
acknowledged that in some places the present text 
does not represent the original. For example, 
Psalm 88 now has two titles. The Psalm is called 
both a Song and a Maschil. This, however, is a | 
problem for textual criticism, and does not in- 
validate the position just stated. 


During the present century there has been a 
tremendous amount of study of the Psalms, and 
from this study some great names have stood 
forth, such as Gunkel and Mowinckel. However, 
most of this study has been based, we believe upon 
the internal evidence of the Psalms alone. Hence, 
among ‘“‘critical’’ scholars, there has been a 
tendency to deny the historical value of the titles. 
With this tendency we cannot for one moment 
agree. The antiquity of these titles, and the 
absence of any evidence which would disprove their 
claims, is strong evidence in support of their his- 
torical value. 


This brings us to the question, Are the titles of 
the Psalms inspired? Among Christian scholars, two 
views have prevailed. There are those who believe 
that the titles are inspired, whereas others, be- 
lieving that they are not actually inspired, are 
nevertheless, of great historical value. The present 
writer confesses himself at a loss at this point. He 
leans with great sympathy toward the view that 
these titles are inspired. It is perfectly possible 
that, under the inspiration of God, they may have 
been added to the Psalter at the time when it was 


finally collected. However, this cannot be proven. 


At least, we may use these titles for the under- 
standing of the nature of some of the Psalms, and 
for information as to their authorship. 


What Do We Learn From 
The Titles? 


In the first place the titles have much to say 
about the subject of the authorship of the Psaims. 
Forty nine of the Psalms are anonymous, but the 
rest are provided with indications of author. Of 
these, seventy three Psalms are ascribed to David, 
two to Solomon, one to Moses (Psalm 90), twelve 
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to Asaph, ten to the sons of Korah, one to Heman 
(i.e., 88, which is also attributed to the sons of 
Korah) and one to Ethan the Ezrahite. It thus 
appears that more Psalms were composed by David 
than by onyone else, and as we have already seen 
(cf. previous article in The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal, Feb. 15, 1948) there is very good reason 
for accepting the view that David did compose 
these Psalms. 


In the second place there are titles which 
indicate the musical setting and liturgical use of 
the Psalms. It must be confessed that this entire 
field is one of which little is known. For example, 
terms such as miktam, shiggaion, alamoth, selah, 
etc. are not clearly understood. Some of the 
Psalms are called songs, prayers, skillful poems, 
psalms, praises, etc. 


The Content Of The Psalter 


In the present writer’s opinion, the Psalter 
should be looked upon as a book of prayer and 
praise. It should serve as a model to lead the 
soul directly into the presence of God, for it is a 
faithful mirror of every part of the human soul. 
There is an individual tone about many of the 
Psalms which adapts them to the needs of man. 
Their theological value and content is great indeed. 
Here we find expressed, in the tones of true piety, 
the great truths of God, of man and of the 
Messiah. 


There is, however, one element in the Psalms 
which has often caused offence. It is the element 
of imprecation. For example, in Psalm 139 David 
- utters the thought that as for his enemies, he hates 
them with a perfect hatred. Elsewhere, there is 
expressed a desire that the enemies of the Lord 
should perish, and that their little ones shall be 
dashed against the stones (Psalm 137). How are 
we to understand such utterances? 


It must be remembered that the Psalmist in 
speaking thus is overcome by a sense of God’s 
greatness. He realizes that those who have set 
themselves against him are in reality God’s 
enemies. His prayer and desire is for the vindica- 
tion of God’s honor. Men who oppose God must 
therefore be put out of the way. In no way does 
David give utterance to a cry for personal venge- 
ance. No, it is rather that God’s purposes may 
triumph. And this thought is not foreign to the 
New Testament. We pray “Thy kingdom come,’’ 
and by this prayer we mean, among other things, 
that Satan’s kingdom should be destroyed (Cf. 
The Shorter Catechism, No. 102). In praying, 
however, for the destruction of Satan’s kingdom 
We are praying that all those who are used of 
Satan may come to an end (this is not incompatible 
with praying for the conversion of one’s enemies). 


It should be further noted that David is opposed 
to wicked men generally, and this must also be the 
attitude of those who are Christians. Also, when 
David says of the enemies of God, “I hate them 
with a perfect hatred,’’ it should be remembered 
that he immediately goes on to say, “Search me 
oh! God, and know my thoughts.” He could not 
appeal to God thus to search and try him, if he 
were filled with the bitterness of personal hatred. 
The word, hatred, therefore, cannot mean some- 
thing that is evil, for, if it did, David would not 
appeal to God for approval, “Do not I hate them 
that hate thee?’”’ No, the hatred of which David 
here speaks, is not a bitter malicious, envy. It is 
something entirely different. It is a firm and 
determined zeal that God’s honor shall be vindica- 


ted, and that no man shall stand in the way of the 
triumph of God’s honor. And that, incidentally 
should be the attitude of all who love the Lord. It 
is precisely because of this “hatred” that servants 
of God are willing to contend for the Faith, t 
face the stake and to be martyrs for Christ’s sake. 


We should read these Imprecatory Psalms with 
great care, and we should not impute to them 4 
meaning which they were never intended to possess 
True enough, they are difficult, but our duty js to 
understand them, and when we do_ understand 
them, we shall have a higher sense of the holiness 
and majesty of God and also, our hearts when filled 
with a “hatred” of God’s enemies, in the Psalmist’s 
sense, will be less filled with hatred in the low 
sense towards personal enemies. 


Not only do the Psalms give utterance to the 
highest doctrine of God, but they also reveal the 
need of man, and of God’s redemption in Christ, 
For some of the Psalms are definitely Messianic in 
character (notably 2, 22, 45, 72 and 110). Through 
the inspiration of the Spirit of God, the Psalmist 
was able to point forward to the coming of the 
righteous King. It should be noted that in the 
Psalms, Messianic prophecy has to do principally 
with the regal aspect of the Messiah’s work. Christ, 
in other words, is set forth as a King. 


Lastly, stress should be laid upon the great 
value of the Psalms to meet the needs of the soul. 
The Psalmist has often been in great distress and 
trouble, even the valley of the shadow of death, 
yet at all times God has been his stay and his 
support. The Lord has never failed him but has 
delivered him out of the hand of all his enemies. 
The reason for this is found not in the fact that 
the Psalmist as an individual had an exalted con- 
ception of God — he did indeed have that — but 
in the fact that the God who had revealed Himself 
to the Psalmist was an exalted God. He was 
omniscient and omnipotent, and he was incompre- 
hensible. Therefore, He could deliver the Psalmist 
from all evil. And since He is such a God, He also 
can deliver us from our foes. It is because the 
Psalms lead the soul to this God, the only true 


God, that they are of such tremendous aid unto 


us of the present day. 


Ministers’ Week At Columbia 
Seminary 


Ministers’ Week at Columbia Theological Semin- 


ary will be held this year May 10-15. The Smyth 
Lectures for 1948 are to be delivered during that 
week by Dr. W. M. Elliott, Jr., pastor of the High- 
land Park Presbyterian Church of Dallas, Texas, 
and a former Chairman of the Board of Directors 
of Columbia Seminary. Dr. Elliott has announced 
that his subject for the series will be “The Making 
and Delivery of Sermons.” A special feature of 


Ministers’ Week this year will be the delivery of | 


the inaugural addresses of Dr. Felix Gear as 
Professor of Systematic Theology, and Rev. Cecil 
A. Thompson as Professor of Evangelism an 
Country Church Work. Visiting lecturers who wil 
be heard in messages relating to the work of these 
two departments will be Dr. John N. Thomas of 
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Virginia, 
Dr. C. Morton Hanna of Louisville Presbyterian 
Seminary, and President David L. Stitt of the 
Austin Theological Seminary. Detailed announce 
ment concerning the subjects and hours for the 
individual lectures will be made at a later date. 
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Characteristics Of The Presbyterian 
Church In The United States 


By Rev. D. S. Gage. Ph.D. 
Westminster College 
Fulton, Mo. 


Some churches influence the religious life of 
he community and nation by their peculiar 
doctrines,—as the Roman Catholic and in lesser 
degree, the Seventh Day Adventists. Some by their 


stress on certain common doctrines, as the Bap-. 


“sts. Others by their ““Atmosphere” (for lack of a 
better word), by the ‘‘way” in which their services 
are conducted, ete. As some like the Episcopal 
Service. Some churches may exact this influence in 
more than one manner. In what special ways does 
our Church influence religious life? 3 


I. First, we would mention by her emphasis on 
the purely spiritual character and mission of the 
Church. It is not hers to consider social, economic, 
political matters, at all, save to the extent noticed 
later. It is her special and peculiar and sublime 
task to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ, to build 
His spiritual kingdom, to win men to believe in 
Him as their Saviour—a task which she thinks if 
not done by her will not be done at all. How clear- 
ly the Lord indicates this when He was asked by 
aman to make his brother divide the inheritance 
with him. The Lord replied “Man, who made me 
a judge or divider over you. But I say unto you, 
take heed and beware of covetousness.”’ Not His 
tak nor is it the task of His church to settle 
economic problems. But he did have the task of 
teaching men to beware of Covetousness and to 
give them the lessons concerning life, which fol- 
low in Luke. In like manner, it is the task of His 
Church to teach men to live good lives, to teach 
thm the truths which she finds in His word of 
Life and in what Life consists. Or, we might refer 
to Paul sending back a run-a-way slave, Onesimus, 
to his master, Philemon. Not the task of Paul to 
settle the problem of slavery in the Roman Em- 
pire, but his task to bring men to faith in Jesus 
as their Savior and his was the right to urge Phile- 
mon to receive Onesimus,—now that both were 
believers in the Lord “as a brother beloved, etc.” 
But has the Church no interest in problems of 
society and economics and in the evils which are 
found in those realms? Has she no responsibility 
for their correction? Her members may and should 
be conscious of all these evils. But for their cor- 
rection she turns to her members who are re- 
generated,—-citizens both of the spiritual and 
earthly realms, — and asks these members As 
Citizens of Society to reform these evils. This, for 
at least three reasons: | 

1. Our Church does not believe it is her task to 
undertake these problems. 

2. As a “Church” she is not an expert in these 
fields of life. 

3. It will turn her from her great task of 
preaching the Gospel. Christian Citizens are to 


abolish slavery, reform other evils in the national 


ife, ete. 

But there are some forms of these fields which 
are very largely, if not wholly, moral in their in- 
fluence on national and social life. The liquor 
traffic is certainly Big Business—but its effect is 
80 wholly evil that our Church has not hesitated to 
warn her members of its evils, and to protest 
against them. But she goes no further. For the 


correction of its evils she turns to her Chrisitan 
members, who As Citizens can undertake this task 
without affecting her Gospel message. 


No church in our country has been more care- 
ful to refraig from _ consideration of social, 
economic and political problems in her church 
courts than has ours. None, as far as the writer is 
aware, has so steadfastly and consistently pro- 
claimed the wholly spiritual mission of the Church 
of Christ. This, is certainly one powerful effect 
she has exerted on our religious life. 


II. Our Church has ever been zealous for the 
preservation of sound doctrine. Without claiming 
that she is the only church which teaches sound 
doctrines, gladly recognizing their teaching in 
other branches of the Lord’s body,—gladly co- 
operating with them whenever wise,—she has con- 
sidered her standards as the best formulation of 
the System of Doctrine found in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and she has ever been zealous for their 
acceptance by all her Officers and for their teach- 
ing to her members and the unconverted. To this 
end, she has made it obligatory on all her Pres- 
byteries to carefully examine all who seek ad- 
mission, in their theological beliefs. They are not 
merely allowed to so examine all who seek ad- 
mission,—it is and always has been our Church 
Law that Presbyteries Must so examine. And she 
has gone further. When Presbyteries admit a new 
member, besides ascertaining whether he accepts 
these Standards as containing the System of 
Doctrine taught in the Scriptures, she asks him 
to subscribe in Presbyterian Records that they so 
accept. This is too long to be quoted in full here 
but all can find it in our Book of Church Order. 
And still further, when a man is ordained to the 
Office of a Teaching Elder or as commonly called 
to the Ministry, after asking whether he sincerely 
receives the Standards as the System taught in the 
Scriptures, she asks, ‘“‘Do you further promise that 
if at any time you find yourself out of accord 
with any of the fundamentals of this system of 
doctrine, you will, on your own initiative, make 
known to your Presbytery the change which has 
taken place in your views since the assumption 
of this ordination vow. As far as the writer knows, 
no church of the Protestant Denominations has 


-gone so far in her endeavor to maintain pure and 


sound doctrine in her bounds. 


Furthermore, we are so far a harmonious body 
in this respect. There are no conflicting doctrines 
taught in our church. In the Church, U. S. A., 
there are the New School, and the Old School, 


which taught wholly conflicting theologies but 


united in 1870 without any attempt to reconcile 
their theological differences. And later united 
with a large body of the Cumberland Presbyterians 
whose theology was Arminian. And there are at 
present the Auburn Affirmationists, who hold that 
at least five doctrines generally held essential, are 
only “theories” and that any one has the right to 
hold and preach different theories. If there are 
any such in our ministry, they are at least not 
vocal. We do not claim that we are the only 
harmonious denomination—nor the only one teach- 
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ing sound doctrine. But we are glad for the theo- 
logical harmony in our bounds. 


III. Our Church has gone further than most 
Presbyterian bodies in holding to the parity be- 
tween Ruling and Teaching Elders. We note that 
only ‘“‘Elders’’ were ordained in any of the apos- 
tolic churches of which we are told in Acts and the 


Epistles. And we note Paul’s words to Timothy 


when he had left him in charge at Ephesus. Let 
the Elders who rule well be counted worthy of 
double honor, especially they who labor in the 
word and doctrine. In those early churches—many 
members being converts from heathenism—much 
teaching in the word, (then the Old Testament, 
probably the meaning of Paul—ag the New was 
not yet written)—the doctrine of the Supreme 
Jehovah God, the Saviour Messiah, — the true 
meaning in the Messiah’s Kingdom—earthly as 
many Jews of Paul’s day believed, but wholly 
spiritual,— and other doctrines needed to be 
taught. Those elders who could so teach were 
worthy of high honor,—‘“double” honor, But they 
were still Elders. There were never two orders of 
rulers in the Apostolic churches,—only Elders, 
but some who could “labor in the word and in 
doctrine’”’. This, our church has always held and to 
the parity between the ruling and teaching Elders, 
—probably more closely than any other branch of 
the Presbyterian Church. 


IV. In the emphasis that our Church has laid on 
sound doctrine, she has emphasized the Sole Head- 
ship of the Lord Jesus, as alone Lord of the Con- 
science. We have never to the knowledge of this 
writer ever ordained any man who did not believe 
in the true Deity of Jesus and in his Virgin Birth, 
—in His Sacrificial and Vicarious Atonement, 
“offering up of Himself once for all to satisfy 
the justice of God and so reconcile us to Him.” 


V. We have, true to the Old School Assembly 
teachings, from whom we separated in 1861, taught 
the plenary Inspiration of the Scriptures, and have 
ever held that the “Bible is the Word of God, 
the only infallible rule of Faith and Practice’’. 


VI. True, also to Old School teachings, we have 


taught the sinfulness of man,—his utter inability 
to do anything of himself to save himself. This 
was contrary to New School teaching which 
minimized Man’s sinfulness,—some teaching that 
man was born innocent,—with no inherited sinful 
nature,—no guilt from or responsibility for the 
sin of Adam. The logical consequence of this would 
be that the less man was a sinner,the less he need- 
ed a Saviour, and in this teaching minimized His 


be feared it is true, and if so, it is due to the 
unsound sources we have mentioned above. Ny 
theological doctrine needs more to be emphasized 
than the sinfulness of man, in his natural state — 
his inability to save himself, and that sole rej. 
ance is in God. 


VII. We have recognized that all branches of the 
Church which hold to the true Deity of the Lorg 
Jesus, to His atoning death for man’s Sin as Man’s 
only means of salvation, and which hold to the 
Bible as the infallible Word of God, are try 


_members of the Body of the Lord, even if they 


differ from us in some other points of doctrine, 
And we therefore invite all who believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour, t 
partake of the Communion elements with us. And 
while we believe that sprinkling is the proper 
mode of baptism, yet we recognize the other 
forms of baptism as practiced in other churches 
because we do not believe that the “mode” i; 
essential to salvation. 

Other points might be mentioned but these are 
sufficient to indicate that our Southern Presbyte. 
rian Church has a peculiar mission and message 
for the nation and the world—which is in many 
points especially hers—which she has always en- 
phasized and that should her existence ever cease, 
the nation and the world would lack a voice which 
it sadly needs to hear. 


George H. Daniels 


As a tribute to one of the best friends I ever 
had, I wish to say just a word in regard to this 
man of God. 

George H. Daniels was born on April 4, 1876. 
He was married in 1904 to Miss Maude Armstrong, 
a sister of Dr. O. V. Armstrong, a Missionary to 
China. Mr. and Mrs. Daniels moved to Millboro, 
Va., in 1906. In the same year they united with 
Windy Cove Church. In the same year Mr. Daniels 
was elected a Ruling Elder, in which capacity he 
served faithfully for 41 years, or until his death. 
For many, many years he served as Superinten- 
dent of the Sunday School. He was) also Treasurer 
of the Church for many years. He went away, to 


_be with Christ from his home, Oak Knob, Millboro, 


on September 26, 1947. Interment in Maplewood 
Cemetery, Elkins, W. Va. 


I am now entering my fiftieth year in the min- 
istry, and in that half century of active work, | 
have met and known many fine Christian men and 
women. But I can say, I have never met a finer 


person and work, and so that his Atonement was man than George H. Daniels. I have known him # — 
not an offering Himself to satisfy the justice of since I went to Windy Cove in December, 1921, 
God and pay the penalty for sin, but was an with a view to taking charge. But my) health failed, 
atonement of “moral influence”, of a “martyr and I moved back to Lynchburg, Va. Then in 1927 
type,” etc. But these hardly are sufficient to I was called to Windy Cove, and for three yeals, 
account for the death and resurrection of one who I was intimately connected with him. He measure 
was truly the Second Person of the Trinity, be- up, everywhere. He often represented the Church 
come man for the purpose of saving man by at Presbytery. He was interested in every g00 
paying the penalty of sin, but inevitably it led work. He was liberal almost to a fault. He was 4 
to doubt of his Deity, and to the teaching that the real friend. When I think of him, I cannot he 
Lord was divine only in the sense in which some thinking of what Christ said of Nathaniel when He 
assert that all men are divine. Against all this our met him: “Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom 
Church has held firmly to the Pauline, Augus- there is no guile.”” Miss Maud was a fit companion, Se 
tinian and Calvinistic teaching of the sinfulness of for she entered into every good work that he did § 9). 5 
man and his need for a divine Saviour. And that In my long ministry, which is now fast drawing © & 3 19 
this salvation was wholly of God. “By grace are ye a close, I have made many friends. But none do! 
saved through faith and that not of yourselves, value higher than Mr. and Mrs. George H. Dat- os 
it is the gift of God”. Salvation, we have always iels. I want to place this white rosebud on the & as it 
taught, is never by man climbing up to God but mound that marks his last resting place. But I sh W) 
God reaching down to uplift man. One sees few soon meet my Beloved Brother again, “in Heavel @ |. 
statements more emphasized nowadays than that above where all is love.” There’ll be no parting come 
we have lost consciousness of Sin,—and it is to there. —Rev. A. J. Ponton destr 
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LESSONS FOR ALL AGES... 


osbyte. we From tiny Nursery pupils to the most mature adult—that’s the 


a range of true-to-the-Bible lesson material get by Standard! 
a Attractive, Scriptural, Practical, Reasonably Priced. 
Both Graded and Uniform Lesson Series are availa ‘4 
le ; offset color printing featured in the chi ‘ 
Standard’s famous offse Outstanding BIBLE 
icture papers and handwor ai 
TEACHER AND LEADER, Uniform quarterly; “the best in boc | 
religious field,” say teachers. . . . Illustrated weekly 
CHRISTIAN HOME LIFE magazine also are 
fe sands of Sunday schools. Use coupon below for ree samp 
1876, complete information. 
rong, due samples 
PAPERS LESSONS Nemec. 
rhe Junior Life Graded Addn 
ath, Boy Life Nursery 
ten- Girlhood Days C) _ Beginners 
ITO, | C) Christian Home Intermediate 
00d Life Magazine Senior 
Supt. Magazine C) Young People 
in 1 Complete Catalog Adult My Position________ 
nd I THE STANDARD PUBLISHING COMPANY, Cincinnati 10, Ohio 
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if Sabbath School Lessons 
j Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 
| Lesson For March 21: The advanced, ourselves and others brought into it, and 
| Kingdom Of God kent in it, and that the kingdom of glory may be 
a8 | : hastened. In this same answer in ‘the Larger 
> Scripture : Mark 4:26-29; Luke 4:16-22a: 17:20- Catechism we have more details; one of these is, 
He fomans 14:7. Devotional Reading: Isaiah 60:1. — would rule in our hearts here.” (See 
“Thy Kingdom come, Th will be — on earth The kingdom of God is two-fold in nature: 
sit is in heaven.” In the heart, (2) In the world. 
What do we pray for in the second ition? 
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— shall be His Whose right it is to reign and 
rule. 


We will see both sides of the Kingdom of God as 
we study our lesson. 


I. A Parable of the Kingdom: Mark 4:26-29. 
This is but one of the many “Kingdom Parables,”’ 
and all of them should be studied if we are to get 
the full picture. If we turn to Matthew 13 we have 
a great many more of these parables. We only 
have space to mention them: (1) The Parable of 
the Sower (or Soils), with its clear explanation; 
(2‘ the Parable of the Tares, and its explanation; 
(3) of the Mustard Seed; (4) Leaver: (5) Hid 
Treasure; (6) of the Pearl of Great Price; (7) of 
the Net. In these and other parables the many 
aspects of this big subject are set forth. We have 
much more, of course, in both the Old Testament 
and the New. | 


In the parable before us we see (1) The 
beginning, (2) the growth, (3) the harvest. 


We are to sow the seed. The greatest Sower of 
seed was Christ Himself as He taught and preached, 
but we, too, are sowers. Let us remember the 
words of Paul “(Preach the Word.”’ We do not have 
time to sow all sorts of seed, even good seed: our 
business is to sow the pure seed which is His Word. 
He that has a dream, let him tell a dream; he that 
has the Word of God, let him preach it faithfully. 
Let us in no wise take away from it, (the sin of 
the Unitarians), or add man-made traditions, (the 
sin of the Roman Catholics). Just as a minnow does 
not “confine himself’? to the ocean, so we do not 
“confine” ourselves to the Bible; in its ocean 
depth of spiritual truth we can find more than 
enough to occupy all our time for more than a 
dozen life-times. (As some of us ~row older we 
realize this truth, and grieve over wasted time.) © 


We do not always know how it germinates or 
grows: this is a Living Word, and the Holy Spirit 
accompanies it. We know that it works. In a little 
Tract called, “The Most Interesting Storv I ever 
Heard,” we see how one verse “‘worked’”’ in the 
heart of a dying soldier, and also in the life of the 
man who repeated the verse rather reluctantly and 
skeptically, (John 3:16), to the dying lad, (We 
have a good many of these tracts left over from 
the war, and will be glad to send one to anyone 
asking for it). 


The Harvest is coming. One of the few sermons 
we remember from our boyhood days is one 
preached by Dr. Fleming in the Westminster 
Church of Lynchburg, Virginia, and the text was, 
“He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious 
seed, (seed for sowing), shall doubtless come again 
with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.” Let 
us claim this blessed promise, and be sowers of 
seed. Harvest is a joyful occasion, and the wages 
are good. 


We can learn much more about the Harvest from 
the parables in Matthew. 


II. A Sample of Seed Sowing: Luke 4:16-22. Let 
us watch the Sower as He sows. 


He Who is the Word, uses the Word of God. He 
turns to Isaiah 61:1 and begins to read. (Notice 
that this is attributed to Isaiah. This settles the 
question of the authorship of all of Isaiah. Why 
waste time and effort in trying to prove that 
there were two Isaiahs?) 
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Three things stand out: (1) There was a readin 
of the Scriptures, (2) There was the presence anj 
power of the Spirit, (3) There is a simple explang. 


_ tion and application of the word read. 


Surely this is a good model to follow in oy 
sowing seed. Let us read it so that all can hea). 
let us rely upon the Spirit’s power—“‘unction from 
on high”—; then let us explain, illustrate, apply 
and appeal to those who hear, to believe and ac. 


In this case there seemed to be no immediate 
results, but only questioning and unbelief. Is there 
some comfort for us here? We, too, have had 
similar discouraging experiences, He was a Perfect 
Teacher; we are imperfect, and our failures may 
be our fault, (See the Parable of the Sower, o 
Soils, which will help explain the results). They 
could not help but bear witness and wonder, by 
they showed their evil hearts of unbelief by saying 
“Is not this Joseph’s son’? If the Matchles 
Teacher had such a disheartenin~ experience, neg 
we be surprised if we, with our faulty sowing have 
our discouragements too? 


He did not stop sowing because some of the 
seed fell on poor soil: neither should we. We 
must persevere, line upon line, precept upo 
precept here a little, and there a little. Some of 
the seed will land on good soil, and bring forth 
fruit, possibly a hundred-fold. 


III. When Does the Kingdom Come? Luke 17:20- 
21. The Pharisees ask the question: “He wa 
demanded of the Pharisees when the kin-dom of 
God should come.” His answer is both negative 
and positive: (1) The kingdom of God cometh not 
with observation. Let us notice three translations 
of this verse: The R.S.V. is, “is not with signs to 
be observed’’; Weymouth, ‘‘does not so come that 
you can stealthily watch for it’’; Helen Mont 
gomery, “‘does not come so you can catch sight of 
it.” (2) Positively, “for the kingdom of God is 
within you.’”’ The Revised and the R.S.V. both 
translate this latter phrase “is in the midst of 
you,’ while Helen Montgomery has, ‘“‘is now in 
your midst.” Christ, the King, was in their midst. 
He said in another place, “the kingdom of God 
is come near unto you.” 


Is there not a sense in which both of these 
renderings may be correct? The Kingdom of God, 
in one way, is within every Christian. It must begin 
in our hearts. There is another sense in which the 
Kingdom is in the midst of the earth. Wherever 
the Gospel is preached, the Kingdom is near. And 
one dav, when the King returns in glory, the 
Kingdom of grace will be the kingdom of glory, 
and all the kingdoms of the world will become the 
Kingdom of our Lord and His Christ. 


Both of these aspects are recognized in ou 
Larger Catechism. While we await our Lord’ 
return, we are to preach the Gospel, and urge al 
men to enter the Kingdom. 


IV. The Spiritual Nature of the Kingdon: 
Romans 14:17. “For the Kingdom of God is no 
meat, (eating), and drink, (drinking) ; but right 
eousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.’ 


The Kingdom of God does not consist in outward 
observances. (study the context of this verse, 4! 
this will be clear). It is not a set of rules abou 
eating certain kinds of meat, but is a matter 0 
heart experience. 


(1) Righteousness. Not the righteousness of the 
law, nor the self-righteousness of men like té 
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Scribes and Pharisees, for our Savior said: “Ex- 
cept your righteousness exceed the righteousness 
of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no wise 
enter the Kingdom of Heaven.” (Dr. Shearer re- 
garded this verse as the Text of the Sermon on the 
Mount). Paul has a great deal to say about Right- 
eousness in the Book of Romans. He means the 
Righteousness of Christ. This is the Righteousness 
of which the Holy Spirit is to convince the world. 


(2) Peace. There is both an inner peace—the 
blood of Jesus whispers peace within, and a great 
world-wise Peace which shall come to earth. 


(3) Joy. “Joy to the world, the Lord is come”: 
There will be still greater joy when He comes the 
second time. 


= 


Lesson For March 28: Eternal 
Life (Easter) 


Scripture: John 21:1-14; Colossians 3:1-4, 12-17; 
I John 5:11-12. Devotional Reading: John 14:2-6. 


A great many people confuse the Immortality of 
the Soul with the Resurrection of the Body. (We 
have read Easter sermons which were nothing but 
discourses on the Immortality of the Soul). The 
Immortality of the Soul is a glorious fact, but the 
Resurrection of the Body is an additional glorious 
truth. Let us keep the two distinct and clear in our 
minds. They are very beautifully stated in our 
Shorter Catechism in the answers to the questions, 
“What do believers receive from Christ at death, 
and at the resurrection. The souls of believers 
being made perfect in holiness do immediately 
pass into glory and their bodies being still united 
to Christ do rest in their graves until the resurrec- 
tion. At the resurrection our bodies are raised 
from the dead, we are openly acknowledged and 


acquitted. 


There will be a resurrection of both the just and 
the unjust. He will say to those on His Tight hand, 
“Come, ve blessed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world”: He will say to those on His left hand, 


“Depart.” 


The gift of God is eterna] life through Jesus | 


Christ. In our Devotional Reading Jesus says, “ 


am the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh 
unto the Father but by me.” “Without the way, 
there is no going; without the truth, there is no 
knowing; without the life, there is no living.” 
(Old Saying). 


I, The Risen Christ and His Seven Disciples: 
John 21:1-14. Seven of the disciples, led by Simon 
Peter, are fishing on the Sea of Galilee, or Tiberias. 

Man appears on the shore, whom they do not 
at once recognize as Jesus. He asks the question, 
“Have ye any meat” (ought to eat)? They answer, 


“No.” “Cast on the right side of the ship, (boat), 


and ye shall find.” They cast and now were not 
able to draw the net on account of the multitude 


of fishes, 


John was the first to recognize Jesus, and said 
to Peter, “It is the Lord.” It is characteristic of 
that impulsive disciple that he should immediately 
cast himself into the sea to go to Jesus. 


_ When the other disciples got to land with the 153 
shes they saw a fire and fish and bread. “Bring 
of the fish which ye have caught.” He had already 
provided the meal, but He wished to use also some 
of their provision. It reminds us of what He said, 
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HELPING IN THE GREAT 
COMMISSION 


YOU CAN SECURE AN 
INCOME, TOO! 


One who has invested in the Annuity Gifts of our 
Executive Committee of Foreign Missions and has 
received a good financial income on the invest- 
ment, writes us in these words: ; 


“It gives me great pleasure to express my 
satisfaction in my Annuities in the Foreign 
Mission work. It is a great joy to feel that I 
am helping in the Great Commission. I do not 
know of any greater thrill that I have experi- 
enced. 


“The semi-annual interest payments are made 
so promptly and they are exceedingly welcome 
since my income has decreased during the last 
few years. I only wish I could invest more 
funds in this great enterprise.”’ 


If you would like to make a gift to the cause of 
Foreign Missions and at the same time receive a 
guaranteed income on the amount of your gift for 
the rest of your life, write today for a free copy 
of our booklet, ‘“‘A Guaranteed Lifetime Invest- 
ment with Mutual Benefits for Yourself and 
Others.”’ 
CURRY B. HEARN 


Treasurer 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 
THE UNITED STATES 


Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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“T will come in to him and sup with him, and he 
with Me.” 


In all these appearances of Jesus—this is the 
third one—tthere is a clear revelation of the nature 
of the resurrection. The body of Jesus was the 
same body, for they could see the print of the 


nails but it was a changed, glorified, transformed | 


body, and could do what an ordinary body could 
not do. In I Corinthians, chapter 15 Paul explains 
this more fully. (Read and study this marvellous 
chapter), After reading and studying it, no one 
has any excuse for confusing the resurrection of 
the Body with the Immortality of the Soul. 


Our bodies, as well as our souls, have been re- 
deemed, 


II. Ris¢n with Christ: Colossians 3:1-4. There is 
a spiritual resurrection as well as a bodily resur- 
rection. They who hear the voice of the Son of 
God shall live: this is doubly true: the dead soul 
is called to life, and the dead bodies of those who 
sleep in Him shall also be called from their graves 
—in fact, all who are in their -raves shall hear 
His voice and come forth. 


Since we have been raised from the death of sin, 


we ought to seek those things which are above 


where Christ sitteth—‘“‘Set our hearts on heaven,” 
as someone has translated verse 2. “For ye are 
dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.” 


In the fourth verse we have a reference to the 
resurrection of our bodies when Christ shall appear 


in glory. 


Everv child of God has experienced this being 
“risen with Christ’—a real coming to life of a 
soul dead in trespasses and sins. In His talk with 
Nicodemus Jesus calls it being “‘born again.’’ 


III. Living for Christ: Colossians 3:12-17. If we 
are “risen with Christ” there are certain old sins 
which we are to “mortify’—put to death. Read 
this list in Verses 5-7. 


There are other “rags’’ which we are to “put 
off’’: read this list in Verses 8-11 


Then there follows a list of beautiful ‘“‘new 
clothes” which we are to “put on,” Verses 12-17. 


Someone has called this whole section, Verses 
5-17, “The Rags of the Old Life, and the Robes of 
the New.” What are some of these garments in 
which we are to clothe ourselves? The Christian 
should be the best dressed person in the world 
even though he has no money or clothes of this 
world, How many of these ‘‘Robes” do we have in 
our wardrobe? 


(1) A Heart of Compassion: Keep thy heart with 
all diligence, for out of it are the issues of life.’’ 
(2) Kindness: kindness is “love in action.” (3) 
Humbleness of mind: be clothed with humility, as 
Peter puts it, (4) Meekness: Blessed are the meek, 
for they shall inherit the earth, (5) Longsuffering, 
(Forbearance) (6) Forgiveness: forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ’s sake has forgiven 
you, (7) Love, the bond of perfectness, the tie 
that binds all other garments together, (8) Peace: 
the peace of God; “My peace give I unto you’; 
this is His legacy to His followers. (9) Thankful- 
ness: “Where are the nine?’’, said Jesus, (10) “The 
Word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom,” 
(11) Then he places the capstone on it all (to 
change the figure) by saying in verse 17, “And 
whatsoever ye do in word or in deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to the 
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Father by Him.” Aaron was the best-dressed map 
in the Old Testament, for as the High Priest he 
was a tvpe of the Great High Priest Who was t 
come, but our Savior needed no earthly garments 
to enhance His beauty, for He was all glorious ang 
perfect within. Peter, James and John saw gome. 
thing of this transcendent glory when they were 
with Him on the holy mount. 


May we “put off” the “Rags” of our old nature, 
and _ put on” the Robes of our new nature ip 
Christ! 


IV. A Summary of This Teaching About Eterna] 
Life: I John 5:11-12. Here we have the whole of 
this teaching about Eternal Life summed up ip 
two verses: ‘‘And this is the record, that God hath 
given to us eternal] life, and this life is in his Son, 
He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath 
not the Son of God hath not life.” 


The whole world is divided by these verses into 
two classes—the living and the dead: those who 
have eternal life, and those who have it not. 


May we empasize several statements which we 
have here. 


(1) Eternal life is a gift of God. All life is His 
gift: He breathed into man, and he became a living 
soul’: “In Him we live and move, and have our 
being.” Have we ever thought to praise Him for 
this wondrous gift of His love? 


(2) This life is in His Son. “In Him was life; 
and the life was the light of men.” “Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath ever- 
lasting life. I am that bread of life. Your fathers 
did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. 
This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, 
my eat thereof and not die.” (John 
6 :47- 


(3) He that hath the Son, hath life: it is a 
present possession: he shall never die; he has 
passed from death unto life, Such a person will 
— be separated from God, which is spiritual 
eatn. 


(4) He that hath not the Son -f God, hath not 
life: he is still dead in trespasses and sins. He may 
have many other things: may have good physical 
life; may have an abundance of this world’s pos- 
— and honor, power, and fame, but he hath 
not life. 


Let us not leave this solemn passae without 
making sure that we have eternal Life! Through 
Christ is not only the best way: it is the only way. 


The Root Of Evil 


Such is the sin of fallen man and so desperate 
is his need of redemption, that any new order ¥ 
be a gigantic mockery unless faith in a Divine 
Gospel of forgiveness and power is its sanction 
and guarantee. Christianity which is the Gospel 0 
the Cross begins with this fact that all men are 
rebels, so alienated from God that they seek to 
destroy Him. We do not begin to understand the 
Gospel unless we begin here ... It is plain that 
the present economic order has to be radically 
changed ... but it is also plain that the religious 
transformation and moral renewal of the individual 


-is the absolute pre-supposition of effective social 


change ... The root of evil springs from the cor- 
rupted will of the individual. His fundamental 
need is the evangelical experience of redemption. 

—J. S. Whale. 
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Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


March 21: How Can I Serve My Church? 


Introduction 


When a man who runs a shoe factory wants to 
hire a man to work for him the man who is hired 
needs to be sure of several things: what qualifica- 
tions will be expected of him if he is to do the job, 
what product the company is making, and what job 
he can do to help the company put out the best 
product possible. 


When it comes to the church the same thing is 
true. We can not just decide that we are going 
to serve the Lord in the church and strike out and 
do anything that seems good and needing to be 
done. We need to know whether we have the 
qualifications that God requires of those who work 
for Him, we need to know the one product that God 
expects His church to manufacture, and we need 
to know just where God wants to work. Lets see 
these things in the Scripture. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


1. Qualifications Required of Those Who Would 
Serve the Lord. (a) The right bestowed. John 
1:11-13. (b) The relationship recognized. I Corin- 
thians 6:19-20. (c) The right attitude maintained. 
Romans 12:1-2. 


2. Objectives For Those Who Would Serve The 
Lord. (a) Men won to Christ. Matt. 28:16-20; 2 
Peter 3:9. (b) Men made like Christ. Eph. 4:11- 
13; I Thess. 5:23. (ce) Men glorifying God. I 
Corinthains 10:31. 


Practical Means 


There are many ways in which these objectives | 


can be carried out. Let your group analyze the 
following in the light of the Scripture lesson— 
personal testimony, active participation in all 
church services, giving of money, faithful and 
regular prayer, and helping with the many jobs 
that need to be done in carrying on the organiza- 
tion of the church. 


Suggestions 

Don’t give too much time in this program to 
enumerating the many jobs that need to be done 
about a church. You place yourself on call with 
your pastor and he will call on you when jobs need 
to be done. Place the main emphasis on a study of 
the spiritual qualificatiohs required of those who 
would be servants of the Most High, remembering 
that a servant must be ready, obedient, and faith- 
ful. And emphasize the objectives, reminding that 
if you sing in the choir or fold bulletins it is to be 
_ . the glory of God and to aid in the salvation 
of souls. | 


— 


March 28: Every Sunday’s Easter 


Introduction 7 


I called on a fellow the other day and he made 
this remark to me: “I um a good member of your 
church. I will pay my pledge every year and you 


can count on my being there every Easter.” 


Some how or other we all want to go to church 
on Easter, but we need to remember that in a 


very real sense every Sunday is Easter, because 
every time we worship on the first day of the week 
instead of the seventh we testify that Christ rose 
from the dead on the first day, and thus we ought 
to make every effort to be in church every Sunday 
instead of just once a year. 


But the truth that every Sunday is Easter has 
another very significent meaning for you and me. 
On Easter people come to Church and listen to the 
message that Christ rose from the dead and that 
some day we, too, will rise from the dead. (But 
always remember that those who believe will rise 
to everlasting life and those that have not belief 
will rise in the resurrection of judgment.) But 
when we remember that Every Sunday is Easter 
we remember that Christ lives now. He is here now 
because He was not there on the first Easter 
Sunday. The significence of this fact is brought 
home to us in our Scripture lesson when the dis- 
ciples met our Lord on the first evening after His 
resurrection. Let’s look at that and see what it 
means for us that Christ lives here with us today. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(John 20:19-31) 


1. The Living Christ Must Be A Present Ex- | 
perience For Us. Verses 19-20. (a) Our assurance 
—I know whom. 2 Timothy 1:12. (b) Our desire 
—To know Him better. Philippians 3:7-11. These 
first disciples had met together in fear and un- 
belief, but the risen Christ came right into their 
midst and they knew Him. It was this first-hand, 
personal knowledge that transformed them from 
fleeing cowards into flaming evangelists. And Paul 
did not speak so much of what he believed as he 
did of the One whom he believed and knew and 
the supreme desire of his life was to know Christ 
better. So the Christian life is not knowing what 
to believe and what to do, but it is knowing Christ 
and making Him known. 


2. The Living Christ Makes Abundant Provision 
For Us. Verses 21-31. (a) For our hearts. His 
peace. Verse 2la. (b) For our lives. His commis- 
sion. Verse 21b. (c) For our weakness. His Spirit. 


Verse 22. (d) For our service. His authority. 
Verse 23. (e) For our perplexity. His proof. 
Verses 24-29. (f) For our souls. His life. Verses 
30-31. 


Suggestions 


Discuss the possibility of knowing the living 
Christ personally in your everyday experience. 
Young people some times become so occupied with 
doing things that they forget to know the “Al- 
together Lovely One.’”’ You might lead a discussion 
along this line, by answering questions. 


1. Since Christ is living today, can I know Him? 
Yes, you can have the experience expressed by 
the hymn writer: 


He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today! _ 
He walks with me and talks with me along life’s 
narrow way. 


He lives, He lives, salvation to impart! a 
You ask me how I know He lives? He lives within 
my heart. 
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2. But Christ is invisible, how can we see Him 
and know Him? In the same way Moses did. He 
endured as seeing Him who is invisible because He 
believed the Word of God. God has given His Word 
and sent His Spirit. If we really trust the Lord 
Jesus, then the Spirit will take the Word and make 
Christ real to us. (Hebrews 11:27; John 16:12-15). 


3. But I read the Word and believe, yet I don’t 
know Him in this way, why? You and I must also 
receive that Word in the same way that Moses did. 
He separated from the worldly relationships of 
which he was a part. (Heb. 11:24), he chose to be 
completely identified with God and His people 
come what may cost what it would. (Heb. 11:25), 
and he cared more for the approval of God than 
he did for the approval of the people of the world. 
(Heb. 11:26). | 
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When we read the Word and Christ is revealeq 
to us the Spirit calls for faith and action—separa. 
tion from sin and weights unto God. If we dont 
— then we lose the vision of the living 

rist. 


After dwelling upon the fact that the Christian 
life is one of separating from sin and weight unto 
the living Christ, then present the second portion 
of the Scripture lesson that shows that_the living 
Christ supplies everything that we need. Everything 
that was gain to Paul he put in one side of the 


“balance, and when he put Christ in the other side 


Christ outweighed them all; therefore Paul laid 
aside everything that he might have Christ and His 
approval. That is the Easter attitude we should 
have every Sunday. 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman's Calendar 
March 1948 


March 7: Every Member Canvass Day. (Each wo- 
man should take her part.) 


March 21-28: Week of Spiritual Enrichment. 
March 28: Easter. War Relief Day. 


March Circle Topic: “Do I Mean What I Say?” 
Suggested memory passages: Matt. 7:24-49. 


March Auxiliary Topic: “Thy Will Be Done.”’ 


Special Auxiliary Business: Annual Meeting. In- 
stallation of New Officers. 


_ 


Are You Ready For Every 
Member Canvass? 


What part has the individual church member in 
preparations for Every Member Canvass, Sunday, 
March 7, 1948? Surely that is something to leave 
to the deacons and the pastor—they are the ones 
to carry through on plans for that day. But are 
they the only ones? Every member—that means 
every person whose name appears on a church 
roll. Are you included? Then there is something 
for you to do! : 


Let us accept our responsibility seriously then. 
Have a talk with yourself; ask these questions: 
“Has my gift to my Church this past year really 
been proportionate to my income?. Has it meas- 
ured up to the tithe and has it gone beyond that? 
Have I really been giving to God of my material 
possessions, or just paying interest on what He 
has given me to use? Were any gifts sacrificial, or 
just called so? Well, what have I got out of it all? 
How shave I been blessed? Has it been worth- 
while?”’ 


There will be other thoughts that come to you 
if you are really having this interview with your- 
self, as you should. Face the record of the year 
soon to close, then look ahead. “What can I pledge 
to my Church this next year? Where can I add 
money that I may take my part in the Program of 
Progress? Am I willing to make larger gifts to 


God, believing that He will provide? Am I being 
rash to increase my pledge? I believe that the 
tithe is the minimum—lI’m allowed 15 percent by 
the government—can I make this pledge 15 per- 
cent instead of just 10 percent? After all I will be 
giving through other channels than the weekly 
envelope. But my Church needs the increased gift 
from me. Yes, I must suppert my Church before 
being generous to Charity. And this year the pro- 
portion of my gifts is going to be in line with 
what my Church asks—it wasn’t last year. That 
means 60 percent to others—benevolences—and 
40 percent to current, local church expenses. That 
seems only right—there is more to be done where 
my Church reaches out and around the world.” 


Friends, you have had a real spiritual experi- 
ence if you have thus faced your responsibility 
with your money. This has not been done without 
prayer on your part. But if you have made such 
decisions, then you are ready to make your pledge 
on Sunday morning, March 7, 1948, at your 
church service, or at some later time when you 
are asked to do so. Your preparations for the day 
have been made; you have done your part in pre- 
paring for Every Member Canvass. God grant that 
every Christian—every member of the Church— 
will take his part in this important:day in the life 
of each Church. © 


— 


A Thrilling Moment From A Week 
Of Spiritual Enrichment 


From memory’s pages comes the blessed recol- 
lection of hours spent in Bible study, of speci 
seasons of study and today especially of seasons 
of spiritual enrichment, as suggested by our Com- 
mittee on Woman’s Work. Let me share with you 
one of my choice memories: 


The Good Friday lesson was over. The teacher 
had once again told that tragic yet beautiful story 
of the Cross, where Jesus bled and died. She dis 
missed the class with her closing prayer but not 4 
lady stirred. Silently they sat, meditating on the 
old, old story, yet ever new. A few minutes passe 
— turned to the piano and began to play 
softly: 
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Give Now! 


Give Through Your Church For War Relief 


Give Generously! 


People are cold, hun- 
gry and discouraged. 
Little children are lit- 
erally dying for want 
of food. This is an Y F 
emergency program! 


803 HENRY GRADY BLDG. 


“There is a green hill far away, 
Without a city wall, 
Where the dear Lord was crucified, 
Who died to save us all.” 


Twice she played through the hymn and then 
the swell of voices joined, the hearts thrilled at 
the words: | 


“There was no other good enough 

To pay the price of sin; 

He only could unlock the gate 
Of Heaven and let us in. 

Oh, dearly, dearly has He loved, 
And we must love Him, too, 

And trust in His redeeming blood, 
And try His works to do.” 


A thrilling moment from a Week of Spiritual 
Enrichment. Will those women ever forget? No, 
never. | —Katie Lee Monk. 


Newsletter From Japan 


Your correspondent has been travelling almost 


constantly this entire year, hence has had little 


or no time to report upon activities. However you 
wish to know what is going on in Japan since my 
last report in April. 


In May, permission was granted by SCAP (Su- 
preme Command Allied Powers) for families of 


GIVE THROUGH YOUR CHURCH 


Church channels are ready. They have been recommended, even by government sources, 
as a way to get your giit there safely and quickly. This is efficient and economical; this is 
an opportunity to strengthen the influence of the Church. 


$600,000 IS THE GOAL 
March Is The War Relief Month 


COMMITTEE ON WAR RELIEF 


AND 


PRESBYTERIAN PROGRAM OF PROGRESS 


EL EL ELLE ELE LEE EL ELLE EDEL EL EE EEL EL ELE 


By giving through church 
channels, your money buys, 
many times more than indi- 
/ vidual buying. You can help 
more people, at a time when 
help is a necessity ... for 
Christianity’s sake! | 


ATLANTA (3) GEORGIA 


missionaries to be sent out to Japan, provided 
housing was available, food brought out, and 
medical care reasonably near. In short, the Army 
would assume no responsibility for the above items 


but would not block the return of missionaries 


where such were provided by themselves. Schooling 
is also provided by the missionaries themselves. 


During the course of the summer, housing was 
secured for Mrs. Smythe and Miss Archibald in 
Nagoya; the W. A. McIlwaine family in Kobe; the 
J. A. McAlpine family temporarily in Kobe; and 
the L. W. Moore family in Marugame. Major Moore 
secured permission to be discharged from service 
in Japan; therefore, the Mission requested permis- 
sion for Mr. McAlpine to return to the States to 
purchase supplies for the Mission and to conduct 
the returning families and ladies to the field. Per- 
mission was granted and I sailed from Kobe on 
July first. 


After twelve weeks of constant buying, packing, 
and frantic negotiations involving cables to Tokyo 


and phone calls to Washington, all papers were in 


order and Mrs. Smythe sailed on Sept. 12, the Mc- 
Ilwaines and McAlpines on Sept. 19, and Miss 
Archibald about Oct. 10. We brought out over 55 
tons in more than 600 crates, boxes, and trunks, 
besides three cars. Most of the freight arrived 
safely with comparatively little breakage. The list 
of items staggers the imagination, being all the way 
from complete food supply for each person for a 
year to nuts, bolts, and assorted hardware for 
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repairs, as well as paint, glass, putty and nails. 
One item — eight sets of false teeth — got a laugh 
all the way around, but was included in a list by 
our Mission dentist. Of course there were unfor- 
tunate omissions in our purchases, and amusing 
mixups in packaging; so we are still discovering 
other people’s articles in our trunks and boxes. 


What has your Japan mission accomplished in 
the year 1947? On January 4 Dr. W. A. McIlwaine 
landed in Kobe; on January 7, Rev. J. A. McAlpine 
landed in Yokohama. Then during October the 
personnel increased to three families and two 
women workers, located in three cities, Nagoya, 
Kobe, and Marugame, which are strategic points in 
our former area of responsibility. 


Our property confiscated during the war has 
been largely destroyed, but what was still standing 
has been almost completely restored to our owner- 
ship . The matters of personnel and property have 
eonsumed the major portion of our time, but we 
nave not been idle spiritually. 


in March and April, a “‘wait and see” policy in 
revard to the Japanese United Church was adopted. 
This was worked out in conference with the Execu- 
tive Committee Deputation from Nashville, Drs. 
Fulton and Elliott, and after talking with various 
Japanese leaders both pro and con. 


Dr. McIlwaine, Mr. Moore, and Mr. McAlpine 
have visited practically every church and preaching 
point with which the Mission has had connection, 
numbering well over forty. We have distributed 
approximately 2,000 pounds of relief food to needy 
ministers and teachers. Over 50 cartons of cloth- 
ing and relief items from buttons and shoestrings 
to medicine for round-worm infectation have been 
distributed to kindergartens, churches, and needy 
individuals. (The Japanese press reports 60 to 80 
percent of the population are suffering from 
worms. Please send Santonin in your parcels). 


Sensing the loneliness and spiritual depression of 
the pastors after six years of isolation and terrific 
mental pressure from anti-Christian forces in 
Japan, the Mission decided to sponsor retreats for 
ministers and elders with whom we were formerly 
associated. In response to our invitations, twenty- 
four gathered in April for a two-day conference 
and fellowship here in this little Japanese house in 
Kobe. The uplift and reaction were tremendous on 
both the Japanese and on your missionaries. 


Again in November we held a second conference, 
this time widening the scope to include those in- 
terested in the Reformed Faith. Thirty-four 
churches were represented by thirty-one ministers 
and forty-two elders and workers. The three-day 
meeting was held in a former Japanese Army 
Officers’ billet to which the mission cars hauled 
food, fuel, and bedding. Water was provided from 
the frog pond out front, and candles gave neces- 
sary light after sunset. 


In December ‘‘echo conferences” of one-day each 
have been held in Kyushu, Dutch-Reformed church 
area, by Dr. McIlwaine at the express invitation of 
that Presbytery; in the Shikoku area by Mr. Moore, 
and in the Gifu-Nagoya area by Mr. McAlpine. At 
all of these meetings we have repeated our historic 
emphases upon the Bible, the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ, and the necessity of a clear-cut witness to 
our faith as over against heathen practices. The 
response has been encouraging to us in that the 
people have reawakened to the issues at stake, and 
their faith has been revitalized. 


Whatever Commentaries You Now Have 


In Your Study — There’s Only One 
“MATTHEW HENRY” 


“Never Surpassed - It Can 
Never Be Superseded” 


SIX HANDSOME VOLUMES 


$22.50 


Dr. Charles G. Trumbull: 

“A valuable contribution was made to the 
literature of the Christian Church when the 
well-known publishers issued its now well- 
known six-volume edition of the Commen- 
tary carefully revised and corrected.” 


Theodore L. Cuyler: 

“To many a hard-working minister has this 
work been a mine of gold! Next to wife and 
children, has lain near his heart, his pored- 
over and prayed-over Matthew Henry.’ 


Dr. George W. Truett: 

_ “This monumental work should be in the 
library of every preacher and Bible student 
in the land.” 


Charles H. Spurgeon: 


“Every minister should read it thru at 


least once. He will acquire a vast store of 
sermons, and thoughts will swarm around him 


_like twittering swallows around an old gable.” 


Dr. Hugh Thomson Kerr: 

_ “Matthew Henry has insight and imagina- 
tion and a flair for the things of the spirit— 
we cannot get along without the imaginative 
genius that makes old things new.”’ 


W. Graham Scroggie, D.D.: 


_ “Coming from a single hand, there is noth- 
ing in our language to equal Matthew Henry.” 


BIOGRAPHICAL EDITION 
With 
MATTHEW HENRY’S PORTRAIT 
AND FULL LIFE STORY 


Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 
7 Weaverville, N. C. 


Mar. 1, 1948 
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Church rebuilding has also gone on. A beautiful 
structure in Gifu was dedicated on November 3 
with Dr. McIlwaine preaching an inspiring dedica- 
tory sermon on “The Church: the Pillar and Stay 
of the Truth.” Other buildings in other towns are 
in process of being bought and repaired. On all 
sides there is tremendous activity, with every meet- 
ing whether in a church building or in a home 
being attended by large groups of earnest seekers. 
Where three or four came before the war fifty to 
eighty now come. Bibles are selling by the hun- 
dreds at much less than cost but at a figure in- 
tended to prevent book “blackmarketeers” from 
invading the field. 


Strategically,. spiritually, educationally, in every 
way, Japan is ready for the Gospel of Jesus Christ; 
yet the mission personnel is back at the 1889 
level! Young people, if you want your life to 
count most for the Kingdom of God, enlist NOW 
for service in Japan. Hurry, before the situation 
changes; we need you; Christ needs you. 


James A. McAlpine 
3 Kumochi-cho, 1 chome 
Fukiai Ku 
Kobe, Japan 
Dec. 28, 1947. 


Sowing The Seed By 
Airplane In Brazil 
By Walter Swetnam, Ph.D.* 


The Central Brazil Mission, of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. A., has a plane, a four passenger 
Stinson, with a cruising range of about 500 miles. 
They were fortunate in being able to employ a 
pilot who, though a Brazilian citizen and former 
pilot in the Brazilian Air Force, is a son of an 
English missionary, and former student at our 
Garanhuns School, who takes an active part in the 
missionary work. 

A Visitor 


It so happened that this pilot, Mr. George Glass, 
had occasion to be in Garanhuns, Pernambuco, 
with the mission plane, having come to visit his 
father, who is retired and who lives in Garanhuns. 
While he was here, Rev. W. G. Neville, D.D. of our 
mission, thought of a plan to engage this plane to 
fly over a number of towns distributing tracts. We 
had one particular tract written on the subject of 
voting, treating the subject in a spiritual sense. 
The following Sunday was the election day for this 
state. 

A Hearty Response 


Dr. Neville appealed to various men and women 
in Garanhuns, asking for contributions of five 
dollars each to finance the enterprise, and met with 
a hearty response. One man gave twenty-five 
dollars, and asked that we be sure to visit Pes- 
queira, a city north of Caanhuns that has always 
been a hotbed of fanaticism, and where it has been 
— only recently to start a small evangelical 
work. 


Dr. Neville went on the first flight, taking with 
him an elder in the church here, who, poor fellow!, 
was so very air sick that he didn’t know whether 
he had been in a plane or not. I went on the 
second, taking along Horton, my eleven year old 
son; and Rev. Malcolm Watson had the third one. 


Dropping Tracts 


On our flight we were in the air two hours and 
a half, and covered the towns of Sao Bento, Pes- 
queira, Belo Jardim, Sao Caetano, Caruaru, Cac- 
hoeirinha, Lagedo, Calcado, and Junv, besides 
smaller places. We would come in low over the 
town, dropping our tracts, then make a turn and 
come back over again, dropping some more, then 
away, wagging the wings a bit as farewell. In 
Caruaru we landed briefly. When we went over 
Pesqueira I did my best to see that my twenty-five 
dollar man got his full value; Horton sat back on 
the back seat and handed us bunches of tracts, and 
George and I threw them out the window where 
we thought they would land among the people. Of 
course the streets were full of people watching us. 


Worth While 


We have reason to believe that they were well 
received. It so happened that vesterday was a 
holiday, and our football team had gone to the 
town of Bom Conselho to play a game (won it, 
too), and were there when the plane came over. 
Naturally excitement was caused by our arrival. 
The father of two of our school boys, a nominal 
Catholic, who puts his boys here in our school be- 
cause he considers it a good one, told our school 
bookeeper, a young man who had gone with the 
team, “I’ve been so much interested in the election 
that when I saw a new handbill I hadn’t seen before 
I bought one from a kid — gave him a nickel for it. 
And you know, after I read it I sent out and 
bought some more to give to my friends. That’s a 
message that’s worth while.” 


We flew over lots of stony vround, and thorn 
trees, and I have no doubt much of our seed fell 
on stony ground, and much among thorns, and 
some by the wayside. But I have faith to believe 
that much of it fell on good ground, and that in 
_ Lord’s good time it will bring forth fruit to His 
glory. 

There are many opportunities that could be 
seized if we had air transportation. 


*Dr. Swetnam is our Missionary in Brazil. 


Wings For The Soul 


‘‘God answers prayer; sometimes when hearts are 
weak, 

He gives the very gifts believers seek. 

But often faith must learn a deeper rest, 

And trust God’s silence when He does not speak; 
For He whose name is love will send the best. 
Stars may burn out, nor mountain walls endure, 
But God is true, His promises are sure 3 

- To those who seek.”’ —Selected. 
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Church News 


Davidson College Sets Dates 
For Commencement 


Davidson, N. C., Feb. 12.—Dates for Davidson’s 
1948 Commencement Exercises were set recently 
by the faculty, President John R. Cunningham 
said today. The exercises will begin on May 22 and 
continue through May 24. 


Families of the seniors who visit the campus 
during this period will be given dormitory accom- 
modations and a full program is planned for the 
three days. 


— 


Columbia Seminary Awards 
Fellowships 


The faculty of Columbia Theological Seminary 
has recently announced the award of five fellow- 
ships for postgraduate theological studies. Three 
of these awards go to members of the present 
Senior Class at the Decatur institution while two 
are supplementary fellowships granted to Alumni 
of the seminary who had previously been named as 
follows, in order that these may be assisted in 
taking an additional year of postgraduate study 
with a view to completing requirements for their 
Ph.D. Degrees. 


The three members of the Senior Class at the 
seminary who have been awarded fellowships are 
all veterans of much combat duty in World War 
II and they represent three different branches of 
the armed forces of the United States. Three of 
the five men honored in the award of these fellow- 
ships are sons of Presbyterian ministers while the 
other two come from the homes of Christian 
laymen. 


Mr. Robert William Hess of Miami, Fla., is one 
of the two seniors to be awarded an Alumni Fellow- 
ship. Mr. Hess is a member of the Shenandoah 
Presbyterian Church of Miami and holds his B. A. 
Degree from the University of Miami. He served 
during the war as a pilot in the Eighth Air Force 
and held the rank of First Lieutenant. He was 
with his unit in the European Theater of Opera- 
tions for more than a year of combat service and 
flew a B-17 Bomber on thirty-three missions over 
Europe. Mr. Hess has accepted service for the 
coming year in his home Church where he will be 
engaged in ministering to the students of his Alma 
Mater, Miami University. His postgraduate studies 
will therefore be deferred for at least one year 
after his graduation from the seminary in May. 


The second winner of an Alumni Fellowship is 
Mr. Cheves Kilgore Ligon of Columbia, Tenn. Mr. 
Ligon is a son of Rev. J. F. Ligon, D.D., now pas- 
tor at Iva, S. C., and is a graduate of Southwestern 
in Memphis, Tenn. He served during the war as a 
Lieutenant in the United States Navy being a 
member of the Amphibious Forces of the Pacific 
Fleet. Two and a half years of the four years 
during which he served in the Navy were spent 
overseas in the Pacific Theater of Operations. Mr. 
Ligon -has not yet made his plans for the coming 
year and the institution at which he will pursue his 
postgraduate studies remains yet to be selected. 


A Fellowship upon the Fannie Jordan Bryan 
Foundation is awarded to Mr. George Aiken Taylor 


of Decatur, Ga., who is a graduate of Presbyterian 
College. Mr. Taylor is a son of the late Rey. 
George W. Taylor, an honored missionary of our 
Church to Brazil and he was himself born in that 
country. He served throughout the war as an 
officer of the United States Army, being Company 
Commander of a Heavy. Weapons Company in the 
Thirty-sixth Infantry Division. Mr. Taylor was in 
combat duty in North Africa, in Italy and in 
Southern France, and very few men in any of the 
armed forces of this country had as many hours of 
actual combat duty as fell to his lot. Immediately 
upon his release from service at the conclusion of 
the war, he resumed the studies at Columbia 
Seminary which had been interrupted by his call to 
the colors only a few weeks after he had enrolled 
at this institution as a student in the fall of 1941. 
Mr. Taylor has also received permission from the 
faculty to defer his postgraduate theological studies 
and has accepted a call to become pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church as Smyrna, Georgia. 


Supplementary Fellowships to assist in providing 
for an additional year of postgraduate study have 
been awarded to Mr. Wade Richard Huie, Jr., of 
Elberton, Ga., and Mr. James McConkey Robinson, 
of Decatur, Ga., both of whom received their 
original Fellowship Awards upon graduation from 
the seminary in the class of 1946. After a year 
of service as Assistant Pastor at the Peachtree 
Road Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, Ga., Mr. 
Huie enrolled last fall at New College in Edin- 
burgh, Scotland, where he is a candidate for the 
Ph.D. Degree. Mr. Robinson, who is a son of Dr. 
Wm. C. Robinson, of the seminary faculty, spent 
a year as instructor in Bible at Davidson College, 
and matriculated last fall in the University of 
Basel in Switzerland. Mr. Robinson expects to 
continue his studies for the Ph.D. Degree next year 
either at Basel or at Princeton Theological 
Seminary. 


= 


Extension Committee Of The 
Presbytery Of Dallas 


The Presbyterian Extension Committee of Dal- 
las, Tex., held its First Annual Laymen’s Dinner 
on Friday, February 6, 1948, at the First Presby- 
terian Church. Dr. John R. Cunningham, Moder- 
ator of the General Assembly, who was the sched- 
uled speaker, was weather-bound and unable to 
be present. Dr. David L. Stitt, President of Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, graciously 
agreed to substitute at the last moment and stirred 
his hearers with a challenging message on “Civil- 
ization - Christ And The Church.’”’ Some two hun- 
dred and fifty men from the various Churches of 
the City of Dallas were present, despite very un- 
favorable weather. 


The Presbyterian Extension Committee was or- 
ganized last October. Since that time it has spon- 
sored the organization of the new Covenant Pres- 
byterian Church. Rev. Charles A. Tucker has come 
trom the Westminster Presbyterian Church, at 


Corpus Christi, as the first pastor, and plans are 


in process for the securing of a lot and the build- 
ing of a Church and a Manse. The Extension Com- 
mittee had a part in encouraging and advising the 
Sunset Presbyterian Church to move to an attrac- 
tive new location, with the promise of the com 
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venient size. 


as those for Sunday morning. 


8 North Sixth Street 7 
Richmond 9, Va. 


THE NEW REVISED VERSION OF 


THE BOOK OF COMMON WORSHIP 


The second revision of The Book of Common Worship, pre- 
pared by a committee headed by Dr. Hugh Thomson Kerr, 
was approved by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. on May 26, 1944. Since the Psalter and 
Ancient Hymns and Canticles have been omitted because they 
are in The Hymnal (1933), the book has been kept in a con 


Five complete orders of prayer are provided for the one 
constant Order of Morning Worship—a different form of 
prayers for each Sunday of the month. In the Funeral Ser- 
vice, unity and completeness have been sought in the prayers, 
which include the same elements arranged in the same order 


New additions to The Book of Common Worship include 
two ordefs of prayer for children’s services; two for young 
people; two Orders for the Service Preparatory to Holy Com- 
munion; and a number of Litanies. The Order of Holy Com- 
munion provides a complete and unified service, in addition to 
the service for the celebration of the Lord’s Supper of the 
previous editions of The Book of Common Worship. 


PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 


Limp leather binding, stamped in 
gold, round corners, gold edges, two 
ribbon markers, 4% in. x 6-7/16 in. 
Boxed, $3.50. 


Fabrikoid edition, two ribbon 
markers. Boxed, $2.00. 


Pew edition, bound in green cloth. 
$1.35 each; 85¢ each in quantities. 


1814 Main Street 
Dallas 1, Texas. 


mittee’s aid in erecting a new sanctuary. The eight 
co-operating Churches have approved a $50,000.00 
budget for this church year. Plans call for the de- 
veloping of one new church unit each year for the 


next five years. ; 
Cecil H. Lang, Executive Secretary. 


= 


Austin Seminary Midwinter 


Lectures Held 


The Midwinter Lectures of Austin Presbyterian 
Seminary were held with great success the first 
week of February. The three lecturers brought to 
Austin for the series were: Dr. D. Elton True- 
blood, of Earlham College, Richmond, Ind.; Dr. 
Nevin C. Harner, of the Evangelical & Reformed 
Seminary, Lancaster, Pa.; and Dr. Robert White 
Kirkpatrick, Pastor of Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, Richmond, Va., and an instructor in 
Speech at Assembly’s Training School and Union 
Theological Seminary. 


Dr. Trueblood, who is well-known as a writer 
of religious books, gave five lectures on the gen- 
eral subject, “Alternative Futility.”” These lec- 
tures are published in a book with the same name 
by Harpers’ (1948). After his well-received lec- 
tures, Dr. Trueblood remained in the city for sev- 
eral days to be the first speaker for Religious Em- 
phasis Week at the University of Texas. 


Dr. Harner, who is noted for his works in the 
field of Religious and Christian Education, was 
this year’s lecturer on Religious Education. His 
general subject was “Religion And Education.” 
His four lectures in Austin were well-received. 


Dr. Kirkpatrick was back to the place of his 
birth for this series of lectures. He was born in 
Austin while his father was pastor of the Uni- 
versity Presbyterian Church. This year is Dr. Kirk- 
patrick’s first time to return to Texas since his 
early childhood. 


Dr. Kirkpatrick is a graduate of Davidson Col- 
lege and Union Seminary. He also studied at the 
American Academy of Dramatic Art at New York 
and at Northwestern University. A specialist and 
instructor in the field of Speech and Homiletics, 
Dr. Kirkpatrick spoke in that field. The general 
subject of his four lectures: “We Pesuade Men.” 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Dallas ... Texas 


The morning worship service on December 14, 
1947, was a great day for the Westminster Pres- 
byterian Church in Dallas, Tex., when twenty-two 
men and women united with the Church publicly 
as a partial result of the work of the Visitation 
Evangelistic Campaign which was held in this 
Church, beginning on November 23. 


Rev. Anton J. Van Puffeleln, who was called to 
be the pastor, was duly installed during the morn- 
ing service of December 28 by the Commission: 
appointed by Dallas Presbytery, which was com- 
posed of Dr. W. B. Sullivan, Regional Director for 
Texas and Oklahoma; Rev. J. M. Williams, Min- 
ister; Dr. Ramsay Moore, Elder, Dallas, Tex.; Mr. 
A. R. Ramsour, Elder, Tyler, Tex.; Dr. Frank W. 
Langham, Executive Secretary of the American 
Bible Society, preached the sermon by invitation 
of the Presbytery. 
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The field which is served through the West- 
minster Presbyterian Church is one of constant 
growth and development, and it is the confident 
hope of the congregation and pastor that the Lord 
will do great things in this section of Dallas. 


A lovely manse on Glendora in Preston Hollow 
Estates is in the process of being finished, and the 
pastor and his family expect to move in within the 
next few weeks. | 


Southwest Georgia Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Southwest Georgia met in the 
Winter Adjourned Session, in Moultrie, Ga., on 
January 13, 1948. The Moderator was Rev. W. C. 
Smith, and the Permanent Clerk was Rev. F. H. 
McElroy. Twelve ministers and fourteen ruling 
elders were present. The session was opened with 
an address on “Historical Facts Of The Presby- 
tery,” by Dr. J. W. Good. Rev. M. C. Liddell was 
honorably retired, after eight years’ ministry at 
Donalsonville, Ga., where he rebuilt the church de- 
stroyed by fire three years ago. 


The Stewardship Committee submitted financial 
plans for the next church year, providing for both 
the work of the year and the Presbyterian Pro- 
gressive Program; all of which were adopted by 
the Presbytery. The Presbytery decided, for the 
present at least, not to participate in the expense- 
pool proposed for the Association of Stated Clerks, 
meeting in Montreat, N. C., each summer; and also 
expressed regret at the one-cent increase in the 
Assembly’s per capita tax. Sympathy was extended 
to Rev. M. C. Liddell, who a few weeks ago lost 
his wife and who is now retiring from the active 
ministry; to Rev. W. D. Stewart, who last week 
lost his mother; and to Rev. Jack G. Hand, be- 
cause of his illness. Special prayer was made for 
all these brethren. 


No vote was taken on the question of church 
union; but several critical and suggestive com- 
ments were approved relative to the proposed Plan 
of Union. Overture No. 38 on church property was 
disapproved by a vote of 17 to 6. The Presbytery 
voted 21 to 3 to remain in the Federal Council. 
Commissioners were elected to the 1948 General 
Assembly: Principals, Rev. Jack G. Hand and Rul- 
ing Elder C. R. Choate (Tifton); alternates, Rev. 
C. A. Thompson and Rev. J. R. Howard, and Rul- 
ing Elders John W. Crouch (Albany) and Clyde 
W. Smith (Dillon, Rt. 4, Thomasville). A Com- 
mittee on Negro Work was set up, with Elder 
Frank H. Corry, Sr., Tifton, as chairman. 


The Presbytery sent up two overtures to the 
General Assembly, asking for a suitable certificate 
of retirement for ministers, and for a place of 
emphasis for Evangelism, along with the other 
causes, on the Montreat Conference Program each 
summer. The Stated Spring Meeting of the Presby- 
tery will be held in Thomasville, Ga., on April 20, 
1948; and Elder John W. Crouch, Albany, is the 
moderator in nomination. 

John W. Good, Stated Clerk. 


Norfolk Presbytery 


Met on January 20, 1948, at 10:00 A.M., in the 
Virginia Beach Church. Pastor, Rev. Robert P. 
Davis. Present: 34 ministers and 33 ruling elders. 


Officers elected: Rev. D. D. Ellis, Moderator; 


BELHAVEN COLLEGE 


Jackson ... Mississippi 


A modern, accredited college for young women which 
places emphasis on the fundamentals in education, 
maintains the highest scholastic standards, makes use 
of modern methods, and recognizes the value of voca- 
tional training. 


These advantages are offered under the finest spiritual] 
and cultural influences and at moderate cost. Discrimi- 
nating parents should investigate Belhaven. 


Write: G. T. Gillespie, President. 


FREE to any evangelical Christian Minister, 
Sunday School or Missionary Superintendent, 
one copy of “GOD’S LOVING MONEY RULE 
FOR YOUR FINANCIAL PROSPERITY” for 
each family in his congregation providing he 
will agree to give a talk on TITHING before 
distribution. Write stating number of leaflets 
desired to TITHER, 417-SP, South Hill Street, 
Los Angeles 13, California. 


TT 


Rev. Paul A. Chesney, Vice-Moderator; Rev. Don- 
ald E. Neel, Temporary Clerk. 


Dismissed: Rev. William McIlwaine Thompson to 
Mecklenburg Presbytery. Plan of Reunion. Sug- 
gested changes: 


1. In the Concurrent Declaration, Page 13, Sec- 
tion 2: Add a statement to the effect that the 
minimum pension provided by the Reunited 
Church shall not be less than the pensions now 
provided by either of the two Churches. 


2. In the Book of Church Order, Chapter 7, 
Section 2, change so as to read: “The ordinary 
and perpetual officers in the Church are Teaching 
Elders or Ministers, Ruling Elders, and Deacons. 


3. In the Book of Church Order, Chapter 21, 
Section 5, Question 2, add: “‘And do you further 
promise that if at any time you find yourself out 
of accord with any of the fundamentals of this 
system of doctrine you will on your own initiative 
make known to your Presbytery the change which 
has taken place in your views since the assumption 
of this ordination vow?” (See present Book of 
Church Order, Section 140-2b.) 


The Presbytery voted to remain in the Federal 
Council by a vote of 41 to 16. 


Consideration of the Central Mississippi Prop- 
erty Overture resulted in the following resolution: 


“That we approve the ‘Church Property’ pro- 
visions in the Concurrent Declaration, we request 
the members of our Committee on Reunion to se 
cure such changes in the terminology in Chapter 
30, Section 10, Page 141, as will safeguard the 
property rights of the local congregation.” 
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The Presbytery approved by unanimous vote the 
proposed changes in the Book of Church Order, 


Paragraphs 96 and 156. | 


The next Stated Session will be held in the 
Lafayette Church, Norfolk, Va., at 10:00 A.M., 
on Tuesday, April 20, 1948. 


Presbytery Of Dallas 


The Presbytery of Dallas met in Stated Winter 
Meeting in the First Presbyterian Church of Lan- 
easter, Tex., on January 13, 1948, at 9:30 A.M. 


Presbytery was called to order by Rev. W. 
Frank O’Kelley, the Moderator, Mr. Paul Donald, 
of Bowie First Church, being unable to be pre- 
sent, and was opened with prayer. Present: 27 
ministers and 13 ruling elders. 


Rev. Leland McD. Kennedy, Jr., was granted a 
Certificate of Dismission to Red River Presbytery. 


Mr. Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer of the Execu- 
tive Committee of Foreign Missions of our As- 
smbly, gave uS a most inspiring message on the 
Foreign Mission Work and Challenge. 


Rev. W. Frank O’Kelley presented the Report 
of the Special Committee appointed to study and 
report on the Plan of Reunion as proposed. The 
report was adopted by a 3 to 1 vote and was sent 
to the Assembly’s Committee as an expression of 
the study and comment of Dallas Presbytery. 


The Reports of Committees were heard, con- 
sidered and adopted. 


After reading the minutes and prayer, Presby- 
terry adjourned to meet in the First Presbyterian 
Church on Monday, January 19, 1948, 
at 2:00 P.M. 


At this Adjourned Meeting Rev. Thomas W. 
Currie, Jr., was received from Mid-Texas Presby- 
terry and arrangements were made for his installa- 
tion as Pastor of Oakcliff Presbyterian Church of 
_ on Sunday, February 29, 1948, at 7:00 


Presbytery adjourned with prayer to meet in 
the First Presbyterian Church of Ennis, Tex., on 


April 27, 1948, at 2:00 P.M. 
Robert L. Cowan, Stated Clerk. 


Orange Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Orange met in its regular 
Winter Session in the First Presbyterian Church of 
High Point, N. C., on Tuesday, January 18, 1948, 
beginning at 9:30 A.M., with a record attendance 
of eighty regular delegates, of whom forty-five 
were elders; in addition to these there was an un- 
usually large number of visitors. 


Rev. J. D. Carter was the Moderator, and Rev. 
8. E. Sapp was Temporary Clerk. Rev. Paul Tudor 
Jones is Pastor of the host Church. : 


A very full docket was adopted and the entire 
business cleared by meeting through the day and 
an evening session. 

Rev. H. Kerr Taylor, from the Foreign Mission 
Office, delivered a most challenging message on 

orld Missions. 

In the regular routine of business Presbytery 


heard the Plan of Reunion presented without taking 
any action, voted to remain in the Federal Council 


THERE IS A REASON why 
Egermeierd IS THE FAVORITE 


USED 
EXTENSIVELY 
_ BY TEACHERS 


@ Endorsed by In language clear and 
plain for the child, with 
ations charm and dignity for 
the adult, Egermeier’s 
Bible Story Book provides many hours 
of delight and profit. For the story hour, | 
the classroom, for aid to better under- 
standing of the Scriptures, use Eger- 
meier’s. The new revised edition contains 
234 entertaining and educational stories, 
over 200 full-page pictures, 32 in colors, 
animated maps, self-pronouncing text, a 
Sallman painting on the cover, beautiful- 
ly colored jacket. 642 pages of Bible 
treasure. Priced at only $2.95 
Write for free circular of other Eger- 
meier’s books for children. 


Order from Your Religious Supply Dealer 


Warner Tress 


and postponed action on the amendments from 
the General Assembly and the Property Overture 
until the Spring Meeting. 


Candidate D. Hilton Seals was licensed to preach 
the Gospel and a Commission appointed to ordain 
him as Evangelist in the Chapel Hill Church, as he 
is working with the students of the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 


Rev. C. L. Cheshire was received by letter from 
the Presbytery of Kings Mountain and a Commis- 
sion appointed to install him Pastor of the Second 
Presbyterian Church of Burlington, N. C 


Rev. David S. Chalabie was granted letter of 
dismission to the Presbytery of Mecklenburg. 


The greatest forward step taken recently in this 
Presbytery was the granting of petitions from 
Crestwood Chapel and Randolph Chapel, both mis- 
sions of the High Point Church, and from the new 
Chapel in Greensboro, sponsored by the Buffalo 
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Church, for the organization of Churches in all 
three points and appointment of Commissions to 
organize all three within the next month. 


Presbytery elected Commissioners to the Gen- 
eral Assembly and adjourned to meet in the Brent- 
wood Church, to date the youngest Church in our 
Presbytery, in High Point, on Tuesday, April 18, 
1948, at 9:30 A.M. 

N. N. Fleming, Stated Clerk. 


West Hanover Presbytery 


The Presbytery of West Hanover met in stated 
session at 11:00 A.M., January 13, 1948, in West- 
minister Church, Charlottesville, Va. Rev. Bruce 
H. Wideman as Moderator-in-Nomination preached 
the opening sermon, which was followed by the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. Ruling Elder E. 
F. Wine, Moderator, called the meeting to order 
and presided until the election of Rev. Bruce H. 
Wideman as Moderator. 


Rev. J. Allen Messer of Winchester Presbytery 


was received into membership and arrangements 
were made for his installation as pastor of the 
Cumberland, Brown’s, and Central Churches on 
January 25. 


Following majority and minority reports on the 
Federal Council, Presbytery voted 17 to 16 in 
favor of continuing in membership. However, a 
minister and an elder who were not on the floor 
when the vote was taken stated that they would 
have voted against continuing in membership, and 


the Moderator, who could vote only in case of a’ 


tie, had presented the majority report against so 
continuing. 


Plans were made for a week of Presbytery-wide 
visitation evangelism beginning April 11. 


Sessions were asked to continue their study of 
the proposed Plan of Union and make recommenda- 
tions thereon to Presbytery’s Special Committee in 
order that it might bring in a report based on 
these recommendations at the next stated meeting. 


Commissioners to the General Assembly were 
elected as follows: Principals, Rev. Bruce H. Wide- 


man and Rev. R. G. Hutcheson, Jr.; Ruling Elders — 


Dr. F. R. Crawford (Farmville) and Dr. T. E. 
Gilmer (Hampden-Sidney). Alternates, Rev. H. 
W. Shannon and Rev. S. S. Day; Ruling Elders F. 
H. Calhoun (Olivet) and J. L. Lancaster (Char- 
lottesville). 

—W. Twyman Williams, Stated Clerk. 


Presbytery Of Western Texas 


The Presbytery of Western Texas met in winter 
stated meeting in the Grace Presbyterian Church, 
San Antonio, Texas, on January 13-14, 1948, with 
forty-nine ministers and twenty-nine ruling elders 
present. 


Rev. John H. Newton was reelected moderator; 
Rev. David F. Murphy was elected temporary clerk 
and Rev. A. V. Boand, D.D., press reporter. 


The following ministers were received: Rev. 
Andrew Byers, trom Central Texas Presbytery, to 
become pastor of the Alice church; Rev. H. Addison 
Woestemeyer, from Dallas Presbytery, to become 
pastor of the Uvalde church; Rev. Stephen B. 
Williams, D.D., from Louisiana Presbytery, to be- 
come pastor of the Cetulla church and stated 
supply of the Encinal church; and Rev. J. C. Shive, 
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H. R., from Asheville Presbytery, to make his home 
in Yorktown, Texas. 


Rev. W. B. Holmes, Jr., was dismissed to Centra] 
Texas Presbytery to become pastor of the Gates. 
ville church; Rev. Rodney Sunday was dismissed 
to Red River Presbytery to become pastor of the 
Homer, La., church; and Candidate George Staples 
was dismissed to East Hanover Presbytery. 


A memorial service was held in memory of Rey, 
William Angus McLeod, whose death occurred op 
December 5, 1947. Rev. Richard T. Gillespie, 


Candidate Secretary of Foreign Missions, spoke on 


the foreign mission phase of the Program of 
Progress to a popular meeting on Tuesday evening, 
and Rev. J. G. Patton, Jr., D.D., Secretary of the 
Assembly’s Stewardship Committee, presented the 
Program of Progress as a whole on Wednesday 
morning. 


The Presbytery dissolved the pastoral relation 
between Rev. W. B. Holmes, Jr., and the Gonzales 
church, and also the pastoral relation between Rev. 


. Samuel B. Hill and the Victoria church. Mr. Hill 


has accepted the call to become the chaplain of 
the A. & M. College, College Station, Texas. 


The “Plan Providing for Reunion” was eon- 
sidered and two amendments were suggested: 1. 
That Concurrent Declaration No. 9 be amended to 
provide that a congregation having two thirds of 
its members present and voting by a three fourths 
majority not to enter the union should retain title 
to ALL of its property; and, 2. that CHAPTER 19, 
Section 3, of the Form of Government, be amended 
to require for licensure a minimum of three (in- 
stead of two) years study in a recognized Presby- 
terian theological seminary. The Presbytery ex- 
pressed its appreciation of the work of the Com- 
mittee on Cooperation and Union and urged con- 
tinuance of its prayerful labors. The suggested 
amendment of the Book of Church Order relative 
to church property was disapproved. 


The next stated meeting will be held in the First 
Presbyterian Church, Harlingen, Texas, on April 
13, 1948, at 8:00 p.m. 

T. H. Pollard, Stated Clerk. 


New Orleans Presbytery 


The Presbytery of New Orleans met in the Pry- 
tania Street Presbyterian Church on January 20, 
1948. The Reverend Allen H. Craft, Pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of New Iberia, La., was 
the — Moderator of the meeting which was well 
attended. 


The Presbytery voted 30 to 5 to remain in the 
Federal Council. . 


Both of the proposed amendments to the Book of 
Church Order were unanimously approved after 
having been favorably reported upon by the com- 
mittees into whose hands they had been put. 


The following Commissioners to the General 
Assembly were elected: Ministers: John S. Land, 
Albert B. Link and Allen H. Craft. Elders: R. M. 
Geer, W. J. TeSelle and V. G. Ballard. | 


An invitation from the Canal Street Presbyterian 
Church of New Orleans for the Presbytery to meet 
in their church for the April meeting was accep 


The Reverend Thompson B. Southall was desig- 
nated as the Moderator-in-nomination for the 0 
meeting. Dan. E. Goldsmith, Stated Clerk. 


ctr 22 weet 


4 
| 


Mar. 1, 1948 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Suwannee Presbytery 
The Presbytery of Suwannee met in its Stated 


Winter meeting in the Syrian Presbyterian Church 


of Jacksonville, Florida, with Rev. A. E. Hazouri, 


Minister, Tuesday, January 13th. 


The Rev. Henry S. Stout, Minister of the Beach 
Community Church, was elected Moderator. An 
opening inspirational message was brought by the 
Rev. E. O. McKay, Student Pastor at Gainesville. 


The special committee on the Ministers’ Main- | 


tenance Fund, with Mr. George E. Gormly, an 
elder in the South Jacksonville Presbyterian 


Church, as Chairman, presented its renort, recom-. 


mending that the minimum salary of ministers in 
Suwannee Presbytery be $3,000.00 a year plus 
$600.00 car expense, a manse and Ministers’ An- 
nuity Fund. This matter was ordered sent to the 
Sessions for action to report at an adjourned 
meeting on February 20th in the Springfield Pres- 
byterian Church of Jacksonville. : 


The Stewardship Committee, with Dr. Albert 


Kissling as Chairman, presented its report and 


Presbytery adopted a Stewardship Budget of 
$110,399.00, plus the quota asked bv the Presby- 
terian Program of Progress. 


Presbytery was very happy to receive the petition 
of over one hundred signers for the organization of 
the Northshore Presbyterian Church of Jackson- 
ville.. This has been a Chapel of the Springfield 
Church with the Rev. Thomas Makin as Chapel 
Minister. Presbytery granted the petition and will 
organize the church 7:30 P.M. February 20th. 


Rev. Robert Lee McNair, D.D. 


The Rev. Robert Lee McNair, D.D., of Lynch- 
burg, Virginia, went home to be with the Lord 
December 16, 1947, after suffering a heart attack 
six days earlier. He was born in Gaston County, 
North Carolina, of Scotish Irish ancestry, January 
30, 1865, the son of Jane Bradley and James Mc- 
Nair. He was married in 1899 to Florence Gassa- 
way, of Poolesville, Md. She preceded him in 
death in 1920. He is survived by three children of 
this marriage: Mrs. William H. Wood of Concord 
Depot, Va.; Robert G. McNair of Earle, Ark.; 
Mrs. Theodore A. Klein of Fort Sam Houston, 
Texas. Surviving him also, is the wife of his second 
marriage, the former Anna Rebecca Dupuy of 
Blackstone, Virginia. 


No minister has been more faithful to the Church 
which he served, nor more loved by the people who 
came under the influence of his life and ministry. 
He preached the Gospel in its purity—salvation 


_ through faith in Jesus Christ. Even in his student 


days he gave evidence of the abilities that were 
to be characteristic of his entire ministry. One 
Summer while a student at Davidson College, he 
taught school in Gaston County, where five boys 
Who were among his students, later became 
ministers, each testifying that it was through his 
example and influence that they were led to so 
dedicate their lives. The summer after graduation 
from Davidson, and that after his first year at 
Union Theological Seminary, were spent in Home 
Mission work at Banner Elk and other points in 
that area, in Western North Carolina. His efforts 
here resulted in the organization of a church at 
Banner Elk. 3 


PULPIT-CHOIR 
CONFIRMATION _ 
BAPTISMAL 


BENTLEY &SIMON © 


KING COLLEGE 


Four-year competitive scholarship open to High 
School Seniors on basis of Scholarship, Chris- 
tian Character and Leadership. Second award 
$600, Applications must be received before Feb- 
ruary 1. For information, write: 


THE REGISTRAR 


P. O. Box “‘J”’ King College Bristol, Tenn. 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 
Pulpit Hangings — Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers — Communion 


Linens — Embroideries — Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring For Clergymen 


Marking 111 
1837 Years Of Service 1948 
To The Church And Clergy 
COX SONS & VINING, Iac. 


131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 


He attended Davidson College during the years 
1888 - 1893, receiving the B. A. and M. A. Degrees. 
His theological training was received at Union 
in Virginia during the years 


His first pastorate was in Potomac Presbytery 
which licensed and ordained him in 1896. He 
served as pastor of the Rockville (Md.) church 
from 1896 to 1906, meanwhile supplying a number 
of other churches adjacent to Rockville. His sub- 
sequent ministry was in the Synod of Virginia, as 
pastor of the Village, and Drakes Branch churches 
in Roanoke Presbytery, 1906 - 1912; The Black- 
stone Church in East Hanover Presbytery, 1912- 
1922; The Rustburg Group in Roanoke Presby- 
tery, 1922-1929; the Brookneal Group in Roanoke 
Presbytery, 1929-1939; in semi-retirement in 
Lynchburg he was Stated Supply of the Rustburg 
Group of Churches for a number of years till the 
time of his death, preaching regularly twice each 
Sunday. 


In his death a loyal and faithful servant of the - 
Church Militant, has gone to serve his Lord in the 
Church Triumphant. —James M. McNair. 
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More Than Conquerers 
By Prof. William Hendriksen. 


The Suffering Saviour 
By F. W. Krummacher. 


Teachers’ Guide 


Peloubet’s Select Notes 


Marian’‘s Book Of Bible Stories 


By Marian Schoolland. 


For Children Under Seven Years. 


Child's Story Bible _ 
By Mrs. Catherine Vos. 


A Garland Of Gladness 
By Alexander Maclaren. 


Psalms For Sighs 


By Alexander Maclaren. 


His Decease At Jerusalem 


By Abraham Kuyper. 


Calvin's Commentary On Romans 
By John Calvin. 


John Calvin's “Instruction 
In Christianity” 


Halley's Bible Pocket Handbook 


Edited By Dr. David Otis Fuller. 


The Reformed Doctrine 
Of Predestination 


By Prof. Loraine Boettner. 
Studies In Theology 


By Loraine Boettner, D.D.- 


Five Great Books 
By Dr. J. Gresham Machen: 


Christianity And Liberalism 
What Is Faith? 


The Christian Faith In 
The Modern World 


The Origin Of Paul's Religion 


The Christian View Of Man 


$ 3.00 The Reformed Doctrine 
Of Adoption 
By Robert Alexander Webb. 
$ 3.50 
International Standard 
$ 2.50 Bible Encyclopedia 
Five Volumes. 
$ 2.50 Matthew Henry's Bible Commentary... 
$ 3.50 Six Volumes. 
With Introduction By 
Charles Trumbell, Litt.D. 
$ 3.95 Critical And Experimental 
, *Commentary On The Bible 
By Jamieson, Fausset & Brown. 
$ 1.00 Six Volumes. 
Vincent's Word Studies 
$ 1.00 In The New Testament 
By Marvin Vincent, D.D. 
$ 1.00 Four Volumes. 
Expositions Of The Holy Scriptures __. 
$ 2.00 By Alexander Maclaren. 
seventeen Volumes. 
$ 4.50 
The Expositor’s Greek Testament ________ 
Edited By Robertson Nicoll, LL.D. | 
$ 2.50 F ive Volumes. 
Systematic Theology 
By Charles Hodge. 
$ 3.50 Three Volumes. 
The Life And Times Of 
$ 3.50 Jesus The Messiah 
By Alfred Edersheim, Ph.D. 
Two Volumes. 
The Expositor’s Bible 
$ 2.50 By W. Robertson Nicoll, LL, D. 
$ 2.50 Six Volumes. 
$ 3.00 ‘ 
The Work Of The Holy Spirit 
$ 3.00 By Abraham Kuyper. 
$ 2.50 Memoirs Of McCheyne 
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Philosophy Life According 
To The Shorter Catechism 


By Rev. J. Allen Cabaniss, Ph.D. 
University, Miss. 


(This is the first of a series of four installments under this heading.) 


~ The Shorter Catechism of the Westminster As- 
sembly presents in brief a systematic formulation 
of the Scriptural philosophy of life. The first three 
questions and answers constitute an introduction, 
those remaining are the philosophy. These may in 


turn be grouped thus: Question 4 through 38 


which analyze our belief (“‘what man is to believe 
concerning God’’) and Question 39 through 107 
which describe our obligations (“what duty God 
requires of man’). The latter should be further 
subdivided: Questions 39 through 84 having to do 
with the moral law, Questions 85 through 107 
dealing with the means of grace. The four lectures 
which follow therefore make use of this general 
outline. 

I. Introduction: The Chief End. Questions 1-3. 
The most important element in all of life, or even 
a phase of it, is the purpose or end. Everything 
hings upon the goal. Without a purpose, life is 
simply a series of disconnected, disjointed activi- 
ties, a busy round of doing many things to keep 
us from brooding over our lack of purpose. But 
once we learn what our goal is, the achievement 
of it becomes perceptibly easier. Our thoughts, 
words, and deeds become meaningful, They fall 
into a pattern and our whole life becomes a unity. 


There are many worthwhile goals toward which 
our conscious life may be directed. There is 
health of body and personality, technical skill in 
one’s trade, intellectual development and _ edu- 
cation. There are larger goals to which one may 
devote himself in cooperation with others, greater 
political freedom for the disfranchised, the in- 
crease of democratic procedure in governmental 
machinery, the realization of economic security 
for the underprivileged. All these goals are good, 
and there are many others besides these. 


Presented with all these good goals toward which 
to direct our efforts and energies, we may do 
several things. We may try to follow all the goals 
in turn, first one, then another, until we have 
tried them all. Then we can start over the round 
again. Or we may choose one purpose and de- 
vote ourselves to it, ignoring or neglecting the 
others. Or we may become so bewildered at the 


rich variety that we give up in dismay and accom- 


plish nothing. This last course of action is a coun- 
sel of despair, the confession of a defeatist atti- 
tude toward life, and is as useless as if we had 
at the beginning acknowledged life as totally 
meaningless. The second course of action is one 


of distortion and ill-balance. It overemphasizes 


some matters all out of proportion. The first 
course of action is better than the other two. It 
leads to what we call a “well-rounded” life. Yet 
it does not solve our initial problem. 


_ The only way to get any order and harmony 
into our life is to get order and harmony into our 
goals. They must be arranged in the order of 
importance, That is to say we need a hierarchy of 
values. In that way we can “put first things first,” 
second things second, third things third, and so 


on down the scale. We are therefore still faced 
with the problem of one supreme goal. 


It is not a new problem: men have met it in all 
ages. Fortunately for us, a group of men three 
hundred years ago formulated a classic answer. 
When they were asked, “What is the chief end 
of man?” they replied, ‘‘Man’s chief end is to 
glorify God, and to enjoy Him for ever.” Of all the 
multiplicity of goals that man’s life may have, 
the supreme one is the glory of God his Maker. 


The chief end does not deny the ligitimacy nor 
discredit the worthiness of other purposes. On 
the contrary, it actually aids them by clarifying 
their true value and by giving them real signifi- 
cance. This is the meaning of our Lord’s saying, 
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His right- 
eousness; and all these things will be added unto 
you” (Matt. 6:33). Men were coming to Him great- 
ly and rightly concerned about food and clothing, 
about the economic ends of life. Christ did not 
tell them that such things were unimportant and 
were therefore to be neglected. He did, however, 
bid them to set their values in order. Once they 
were prepared to put first the supreme end of 
life, they would be able to see the other purposes 
in their true proportion and perspective. The other 
purposes would then have a Godward direction 
and would become veritable offerings to God. 


At this point a person may reasonably ask, Where 
may I learn about this supreme goal and how to 
achieve it? The question is a valid one and was 
courageously met by the Westminster Divines. 
They phrased it thus: “What rule hath God given 


to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy Him?” 


The answer they gave is still true: “The Word 
of God which is contained in the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments, is the only rule to direct 
us how we may glorify and enjoy Him.” 


We learn how to achieve bodily and mental 
health from books by physicians and psychiatrists. 
We seek to improve our skill in our business by 
reading material prepared by experts in our field 
of endeavor. We seek intellectual growth by read- 
ing the great literary and philosophical classics 
of our culture. If we are interested in greater 
political freedom for the disfranchised, the in- 
crease of democratic procedure in the functions 
of government, the realization of economic se- 
curity for the underprivileged, we may sharpen 
our wits for more intelligent action by studying 
the publications of specialists in the realm of po- 
litical science and economics, ranging all the way 
from the discussion of underlying theoretical prin- 
ciples as presented by a learned professor down 
to the latest pamphlet analyzing a particular 
problem issued by an appropriate Federal com- 
mission. 


Thus every goal of our life has some source 
from which we learn about it and how to achieve 
it. The same is true of the supreme goal. Other 
sources teach us about the other goals, but the 
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Bible alone teaches us about the supreme goal. It 
does this in two ways: first, by telling us what 
Wwe must believe; secondly, by telling us what we 
must do. Once more the Catechism summarizes 
it pithily. It records the query, “What do the 
Scriptures principally teach?” and the answer. 
“The Scriptures principally teach, what man is to 
believe concerning God, and what duty God re- 
quires of man.” 


The Bible teaches us many things. In it we have 
source material for the history of the Hebrew 
people. We have a compilation of the remains of 
classical Hebrew literature. We have contemporary 
documents by means of which we can trace the 
rise of the Christian church. It is our only ade- 
quate and authentic source for the life and thought 
of the great Christian personality, St. Paul. But 
these are secondary elements, All other informa- 
tion contained in the Bible, however, important, 
is subsidiary to its principal functions. Nowhere 
else can we get such authoritative and comprehen- 
sive statements of belief and duty. Hence the 
necessity of a “high” doctrine of Scripture as the 
only sure and certain source of information re- 
garding the most important thing in life, namely, 
the goal of life, which we have found to be the 
glory of God. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


BIBLE SURVEY 


By William Hendricksen. Published by Baker 
Book Store, Grand Rapids 6, Mich. Price $4.50. 


NEW TESTAMENT GUIDE 


By John H. Bratt. Published by Eerdmans’ Pub- 
lishing Company, 255 Jefferson Avenue, S.E., 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.50. 


The Church of our day needs a revived interest 
in the study of the Bible. So far as our know- 
ledge extends there has never been a great 
spiritual revival without a return to the study of 
the Scriptures. It seems that diligent Bible study 
and earnest prayer are two of God’s requisites for 
a spiritual awakening. 


Most of us need help in our Bible study and 
Professor Hendricksen is eminently qualified to 
assist us. He is a Professor of New Testament 
Literature in Calvin Seminary. His scholarship is 
wide and he has the ability to express his erudition 
in popular language. He is a master in the field 
of Biblical interpretation. He knows how to in- 
spire the Bible student to study the Bible with 
joy and enthusiasm. 


Professor Hendricksen is not intimidated by the 
Bible critics and he refuses to permit them to de- 
termine his method of studying the Bible. He 
writes, ‘‘We regard it as being a very grave error 
to study as so many critical problems touching 
the authorship or composition of a Bible book, 
and at the same time to neglect the study of the 
actual contents of that book. One should listen 
to the voice of God speaking in His Word rather 
than the voice of the radical theologian speaking 
of some work with the exvress purpose of under- 
mining the influence of the sacred writings.” 


Dr. Hendricksen writes from the standpoint of 
the conservative theologian. By this statement we 
do not imply that he has closed his eyes to new 
light shed on old problems during recent decades. 
He is cordial to all new light on Bible study, but 


| 


does not depart “by even a hair breadth from the 
position of absolute fidelity to Scripture as God’s 
infallible Word inspired from beginning to end 
by His Spirit.” 

The subtitle of this book is, “‘A Treasury of 
Bible Information.” It is divided into four parts, 
Part one relates to the Bible as a whole. It tells 
how the Bible should be studied and interpreted, 
In this section we are offered some counsel on 
hermeneutics. 


Part two discusses the Bible stories. Here the 
author touches on chronology. 


Part three deals with the Old and New Test- 


aments. Some very suggestive outlines are offered. 


Part four endeavors to lead the Bible student 
to a more intimate acquaintance with Bible 
chapters and is designed to assist the memory in 
knowing where to locate certain passages. 


This Bible Survey can be safely commended to 


thoughtful laymen as well as ministers. 


New Testament Guide by John A. Bratt is a 
more compact volume than “Bible Survey.’ It 
offers basic outlines of each book of the New 
Testament. The Outlines are clear and _ logical, 
but at times we feel that they are too sketchy. 
The author can certainly never be accused of 
verbosity. 


The dominant purpose of this book is ‘“‘to give 
a synthetic sketch of the contents so as to show 
its main lines and its relationships to the other 
books in the New Testament canon.” This book 
may be used profitably by Bible study classes. 
As a New Testament guide we feel that it is too 
skeletonized to be used alone, but with other helps 
it could be employed as the class text-book. 


 —John R. Richardson. 


These Books May Be Ordered From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


SERMONS BY PAUL 


By George W. Truett, D.D. Published by William 
B. Eeerdmans’ Publishing Company, 255 Jefferson 
Avenue, S.E., Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.50. 


Since Dr. Truett’s death his sermons have been 
collected and are now being published in the 
“Truett Memorial Series.” This is the second 
volume to appear in this series. All the texts in 
this volume are from the writings of St. Paul. Most 
of these sermons have not been in print before. 


According to Philips Brooks, preaching is truth 
transmitted through personality. We no _ longer 
have the magnetic personality of Dr. Truett with 
us, but we do have the truth he transmitted. These 
sermons are not polished essays. They possess little 
literary merit. They are the overflow of the heart 
of a pastor-evangelist for the salvation of sinners, 
and the consolation of saints. 


These messages are Biblical in their approach. 
They emphasize the evangelical doctrines of 
Christianity. They stress especially sin and grace. 
Dr. Truett followed St. Paul in this emphasis as 
in many other ways. He was intrigued by the 
Apostle to the Gentiles. His biographer has stated 
that the Dallas pastor never wearied of saying, 
‘Paul was the greatest single credential of Christi- 
anity since Christ ascended from the Mount 0 
Olives.”’ —John R. Richardson. 
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FOR THE LIVING OF 
THESE DAYS 


By William M. Elliott, Jr., D.D. Published by 
John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. Price $2.00. 


Dr. Elliott, the pastor of the Highland Park 
Presbyterian Church of Dallas, Tex., gives us his 
(Christian philosophy in seventeen inspirational 
essays. He discusses the application of Christian 
fith to daily living. 


The author is deft in the selection of his topics. 
They glow with human interest. They are highly 
suggestive. Here are two samples: “Letting God 
Take the Strain’; ‘“‘A Man’s Major Problem Is 
Himself.” 


These sermons belong to the topical species. 
They lack an expository quality we desire to see 
in such a volume. Apart from this weakness these 
messages must be rated high. They show a re- 


markable maturity of thought, and insight into | 


the inner lives of human beings. They offer counsel 
in @ Winsome manner. They are smoothly written 
and easy to read. Although these messages are en- 
tertaining they are not of the cheap entertainment 
variety. There is solid inspiration in these pages. 
They are worthy of careful attention. 

—John R. Richardson. 


LET US RETURN UNTO . 
THE LORD 


By Walter A. Maier. Published by Concordia 
Publishing House, 3558 South Jefferson Avenue, 
St. Louis 18, Mo. Price $2.00. 


As one reads an impassioned volume of dynamic 
srmons by Dr. Maier he is reminded of the ob- 
servation of Prof. James Demey to the effect that 
‘io man can give at once the impressions that he 
himself is clever and Jesus Christ is mighty to 
save.’ Dr. Maier is not concerned about his repu- 
tation for cleverness, but he is desperately in 
earnest that his hearers be persuaded that Jesus 
Christ is mighty to save. As a result of this pas- 
sion, his sermons are free from insipidity or os- 
tentation. They flow from the heart and are di- 
rected to the heart. Faithfully and boldly Dr. 
Maier presents a great Christ to America. It is a 
pleasure to note that these messages were not 
only broadcast here in America, but they were 
sent to seventy-one other countries. 


These sermons are meeting human needs. One 
day’s mail in December brought 10,100 letters 


and during one week of the same month this | 


Preacher received 27,000. This is some indication 
that the world is still receptive to a Gospel that is 
hot watered down. —John R. Richardson. 


BLUEPRINTS OF GREAT 
LIVING 


Volume II. By Dallas C. Baer. Published by The 
sathoran Literary Board, Burlington, Ia. Price 


It is a well known fact that the preacher who 
draws the largest crowds is not always the one 
who is preaching the most truth. We do not know 
the size of Dr. Baer’s audiences, but we are sure 
hey are given liberal serving of truth. He preaches 
expository sermons. He excels in this field. He is 
strong in the place where many present-day 
Preachers are weak. te 
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There are twenty-nine brief expositions of 
Scripture in this volume. They are based on the 
Whole Epistles of the ancient Church of the 
Church year, and from the Festival of the Pente- 
cost to the Twenty-seventh Sunday after Trinity. 


One of the best expositions is called, “The 
Children Of Light’, which deals with eschatology. 
On the subject of our Lord’s Second Coming, Dr. 
Baer says that if the enthusiasm of the early 
Christians ran almost to the point of fanaticism, 
our disinterested, lethargic attitude betrays our 
unbelief and lack of zeal. He writes: “Instead of 
getting any thrill of satisfaction from such a 
thought, we shudder at the idea and feel certain 
that His Coming would not be anything else than 
calamitous for us. Why does the average Ameri- 
can feel this way about our Lord’s coming? I 
wonder if deep down beneath everything else it 
is not the secret conviction that we have not lived 
in such a manner as to be ready to greet Him?” 


—John R. Richardson. 


INSTRUCTION IN CHRISTIANITY 


By John Calvin. Edited by David Otis Fuller, 
D.D. Published by William B. Eerdmans’ Publish- 
ing Company, 255 Jefferson Avenue, S.E., Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $2.50. 


An abridged edition of the Christian classic, 
Calvin’s “Institutes.’’ It presents Wile’s translation 
which omits Book IV. In an era of confusion this 
is the kind of book our people should be reading. 
Here is Reformed theology at its best. One who 
reads this abbreviated volume will surely desire 
to read the two unabridged volumes of the “Insti- 
tutes’? soon to be published by Eerdmans’ Publish- 
ing Company. —John R. Richardson. 


This Book May Be Ordered From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 


3 Weaverville ... North Carolina 


The Use Of Controversy 


“The King has cast His Church into the midst 
of warfare and trouble; He has not permitted it 
to confess His name in an unmanly .and indolent 
manner, but from age to age He has compelled it 
to defend that confession against error, mis 
understanding, and hostility. It is only in this war- 
fare that it has learned gradually to exhibit every 
part of its glorious inheritance of truth. God shall 
judge ,heretics; but, besides much mischief, they 
have rendered the Church this excellent service of 
compelling it to wake up from slumbering upon its 
gold-mines, to explore them, and to open the hid- 
den treasure.” —A. Kuyper. 
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